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‘SURGE IN ATTACKS ON AFGHAN ARMY’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Plea for help:Former Afghan interpreters for the U.S. and NATO forces at a demonstration in
Kabul on Friday.AFPWAKIL KOHSAR  

Deadly insider attacks against the Afghan Army jumped in the first quarter of this year as Taliban
rebels took advantage of the coming American and NATO troop withdrawal, according to a U.S.
government report on Friday.

The quarterly report of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR)
said attacks on the Afghan security forces, mainly by the Taliban rebel group, surged 37% over
the January-March period from a year earlier.

Notably, insider attacks — when security forces are targeted by Taliban infiltrators within their
ranks — jumped 82%, and casualties from them doubled, according to the report, which did not
specify the overall number of casualties, saying the data is classified.

But according to coalition figures, it said, 115 Afghan military personnel were killed and 39
wounded in 31 insider attacks in the first three months of this year.

But it made clear that the attacks threaten the stability of the Afghan government after the
withdrawal of thousands of U.S. troops and civilian defense contractors by September, as
ordered earlier this month by President Joe Biden.

It noted that the Afghan government and particularly Afghan security forces remain highly
dependent on U.S. support, both financial aid and manpower.

“The basic risk facing the current and any potential post-peace Afghan government is whether
future foreign assistance levels during this uncertain period will be sufficient to prevent its
collapse,” said John Sopko, the SIGAR head.

Meanwhile, dozens of Afghans who worked as interpreters in often deadly conditions with the
U.S. military expressed fear on Friday of being targeted by the Taliban after American troops
head home, and they urged Washington not to leave them behind.

‘Don't leave us behind’

The interpreters gathered in Kabul on the eve of the beginning of Washington’s formal troop
withdrawal — although forces have been drawn down for months.

“The main thing we want is that we should be taken to the United States. That’s what we were
promised,” said Mohammad Shoaib Walizada, an Afghan interpreter, who worked with U.S.
forces between 2009 and 2013.

The pullout will involve around 2,500 U.S. service members, 7,092 other forces in the US-led
coalition, and 16,832 civilian contractors for the Pentagon who were in the country at the
beginning of April.
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SHARE SUEZ BLOCKAGE COST: SHIPOWNER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The Japanese owner of a massive container ship that blocked the Suez Canal for nearly a week,
halting billions of dollars in maritime commerce, is asking owners of the freight to share the cost
of the damages demanded by Egypt.

Shoei Kisen Kaisha Ltd. said on Friday that it has asked freight owners to share the damages in
a deal known as a general average declaration. The damage sharing scheme is often used in
maritime accidents covered by insurance. The company said it has notified a number of the
owners of the approximately 18,000 containers on the ship to assume part of the damages
demand, estimated at about $916 million.

The ship, the Ever Given , is at Great Bitter Lake and won’t be allowed to leave until the
settlement is reached, the firm said.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 5

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-01

THE RISING SUN IN INDIA-JAPAN RELATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Contrary to the expectations of many, Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga has turned out
to be a true successor of his predecessor, Shinzo Abe, on the foreign policy front. His visit to the
United States last month has set the agenda for the wider Indo-Pacific engagement of Tokyo
and its evolving priorities.

Right at the outset, it was clear that the crux of the discussions during this first in-person
meeting between the newly anointed President of the United States, Joe Biden, and Mr. Suga
would revolve around China. To begin with, Tokyo and Washington drilled down to brass tacks
on their joint security partnership given the need to address China’s recent belligerence in
territorial disputes in the South and East China Seas as well as in the Taiwan Strait. Both sides
affirmed the centrality of their treaty alliance, for long a source of stability in East Asia, and
pledged to stand up to China in key regional flashpoints such as the disputed Senkaku Islands
and Taiwan. Reflecting the changed nature of conflict, both sides acknowledged the importance
of extended deterrence vis-à-vis China through cooperation on cybersecurity and space
technology.

Discussions also touched upon Chinese ambitions to dominate the development of new age
technologies such as 5G and quantum computing. Given China’s recent pledge to invest a
mammoth $1.4 trillion in emerging technologies, Washington and Tokyo scrambled to close the
gap by announcing a Competitiveness and Resilience Partnership, or CoRe
(https://bit.ly/3eN6DlT). The two allies earmarked billions in funding for the deployment of secure
5G networks, committed to building digital infrastructure in developing countries and promised to
collaborate on setting global digital standards. Both sides have also signalled their intent to
continue the Trump-era policy of pressure on China to reform economic practices such as
“violations of intellectual property rights, forced technology transfer, excess capacity issues, and
the use of trade distorting industrial subsidies” (https://bit.ly/2Sbb81H).

Tokyo and Washington also rallied around the standard of shared values. Both powers
repeatedly emphasised their vision of a Free and Open Indo-Pacific that respects the rule of law,
freedom of navigation, democratic norms and the use of peaceful means to settle disputes. In
the aftermath of the successful Quad Summit (https://bit.ly/2Rfcp7n), both parties expressed
their continued support for the four-nation grouping of the United States, India, Australia and
Japan. China’s human rights violations in Xinjiang, its heavy-handed suppression of protests in
Hong Kong and military aggression towards Taiwan came in for heavy criticism.

Given that the Japanese premier plans to visit India as soon as the situation permits following
the COVID-19 pandemic, his dealings with the U.S. are a preview of what New Delhi can expect
from Tokyo.

First, one can expect a continuation of the balancing security policy against China that began
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Shinzo Abe in 2014. During a phone call with the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr. Suga expressed concern over China’s “unilateral” actions in the East and
South China Seas, Xinjiang and Hong Kong. Crucially, India’s clashes with China in Galwan
have turned public opinion in favour of a more confrontational China policy.

In just a decade, New Delhi and Tokyo have expanded high-level ministerial and bureaucratic
contacts, conducted joint military exercises and concluded military pacts such as the Acquisition
and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) logistics agreement. Further, no meeting would be
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complete without an affirmation of New Delhi and Tokyo’s support for a Free and Open Indo-
Pacific and continued willingness to work with the Quad, which is fast emerging as a central
pillar of the security strategies of both nations. A Modi-Suga meeting, accompanied by the
planned 2+2 Ministerial meetings, will likely aim to take stock of the state of play in the security
relationship while also pushing the envelope on the still nascent cooperation on defence
technology and exports.

Second, the two powers will look to expand cooperation in sectors such as cybersecurity and
emerging technologies. During the Shinzo Abe years, New Delhi and Tokyo put together a
digital research and innovation partnership that ran the gamut of technologies from AI and 5G to
the Internet of Things and space research. As with the U.S.-Japan summit, Mr. Suga and Mr.
Modi may look to deepen cooperation between research institutes and expand funding in light of
China’s aforementioned technology investment programme. It is yet unclear whether Mr. Suga
will attempt to stir the pot and bring up the disagreements over India’s insistence on data
localisation and continued reluctance to accede to global cybersecurity agreements such as the
Budapest Convention.

Third, economic ties and infrastructure development are likely to be top drawer items on the
agendas of New Delhi and Tokyo. While Japan has poured in around $34 billion in investments
into the Indian economy over the course of the last two decades, Japan is only India’s 12th
largest trading partner (https://bit.ly/3xENISD), and trade volumes between the two stand at just
a fifth of the value of India-China bilateral trade. A Modi-Suga summit will likely reaffirm Japan’s
support for key manufacturing initiatives such as ‘Make in India’ and the Japan Industrial
Townships. Further, India will be keen to secure continued infrastructure investments in the
strategically vital connectivity projects currently under way in the Northeast and the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.

Finally, a Suga-Modi Summit would undoubtedly devote much attention to evolving a joint
strategy towards key third countries and multilateral bodies. In years past, New Delhi and Tokyo
have collaborated to build infrastructure in Iran and Africa, provide vital aid to Myanmar and Sri
Lanka and hammer out a common Association of Southeast Asian Nations outreach policy in an
attempt to counter China’s growing influence in these corners of the globe. However, unlike
previous summits, the time has come for India and Japan to take a hard look at reports
suggesting that joint infrastructure projects in Africa and Iran have stalled with substantial cost
overruns. Tokyo will also likely continue its charm offensive on the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership in an attempt to get New Delhi to reverse its decision not to join the
massive trade compact.

Writing in 2006, Shinzo Abe, in his book, Utsukushii Kuni E (Toward a Beautiful Country),
expressed his hope that “it would not be a surprise if in another 10 years, Japan-India relations
overtake Japan-U.S. and Japan-China relations”. Thus far, New Delhi has every reason to
believe that Japan’s Yoshihide Suga is willing to make that dream a reality.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies, at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi.
Shashank Mattoo is a research intern at the ORF

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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NORTH KOREA SAYS BIDEN HAS A ‘HOSTILE POLICY’,
WARNS OF RESPONSE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

North Korea on Sunday accused U.S. President Joe Biden of pursuing a hostile policy,
dismissing “spurious” American diplomacy and warning of a response.

Mr. Biden had said on Wednesday that his administration would deal with the threat posed by
Pyongyang’s nuclear programme “through diplomacy as well as stern deterrence”.

The White House said on Friday that Mr. Biden was open to negotiations with North Korea on
denuclearisation following the completion of a policy review, but Pyongyang said Mr. Biden had
made a “big blunder”.

“His statement clearly reflects his intent to keep enforcing the hostile policy toward the DPRK as
it had been done by the U.S. for over half a century,” Kwon Jung-gun, a Foreign Ministry official,
said in a statement released by the official KCNA news agency.

“The U.S.-claimed ‘diplomacy’ is a spurious signboard for covering up its hostile acts, and
‘deterrence’ touted by it is just a means for posing nuclear threats to the DPRK,” Mr. Kwon
added.

“Now that what the keynote of the U.S. new DPRK policy has become clear, we will be
compelled to press for corresponding measures.”

The White House said Friday that its goal remains “the complete denuclearisation of the Korean
peninsula”.

Mr. Biden’s press secretary Jen Psaki gave little indication of what kind of diplomatic initiative
this could entail, but suggested that the President had learned from the experience of his
predecessors, who struggled to deal with North Korea’s leadership and its nuclear weapons
programme.

In a separate statement through KCNA, North Korea also accused the U.S. of insulting its
leadership and its anti-coronavirus measures, referring to a State Department press release on
April 28.

State Department spokesman Ned Price had issued a statement that day criticising North
Korea’s human rights abuses and draconian COVID-19 curbs, describing it as “one of the most
repressive and totalitarian states in the world”.

‘A political trick’

“The ‘human rights issue’ touted by the U.S. is a political trick designed to destroy the ideology
and social system in the DPRK,” the North Korean Foreign Ministry said.

And in a third statement issued on Sunday, Mr. Kim Jong-un’s powerful sister Kim Yo-jong
lashed out at South Korea over a recent anti-Pyongyang leaflet campaign by a defector group.
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MYANMAR REBEL GROUP CALLS FOR UNITED FIGHT
AGAINST JUNTA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Huge march:Protesters hit the streets to denounce the military coup at Kyaukme in Shan State
on Sunday.AFPHANDOUT  

A prominent rebel group in eastern Myanmar appealed on Sunday to other ethnic armies to
unite against the military, as the country enters its fourth month under a junta regime.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi was deposed in a February
1 coup, triggering a mass uprising across the country.

As security forces have deployed deadly violence against civilians to suppress a persistent anti-
junta movement, some of Myanmar’s myriad ethnic armies have spoken out against the military.

Among the most prominent opponents is the Karen National Union (KNU), which has admitted
offering shelter to fleeing dissidents in the territory they control along Myanmar’s eastern border.

Clashes have escalated in Karen state between the KNU’s fighters and the military.

Last week the rebels attacked and razed a military base. The junta retaliated with airstrikes and
rocket launchers aimed at rebel-held territory.

On Sunday — after five days of air raids — the vice chief of staff for the KNU’s armed wing
wrote an open letter calling for all ethnic Karen fighters to unite, regardless of their loyalties.

“Never has there been such a great opportunity during the 70-plus years of revolution. Take
advantage of this and fight against the Burmese military dictatorship,” said Lieutenant General
Baw Kyaw Heh.

“In our generation, let us stand united... to escape the military dictatorship.”

His letter was addressed to two other rebel groups in Karen state — the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army and the KNU/KNLA Peace Council.

Mr. Baw Kyaw Heh also called for unity among ethnic Karen fighters in the Border Guards
Forces (BGF) -- a subdivision of Myanmar’s military made up of former ethnic insurgents.

“So BGF, as you are Karen, you need to think carefully about it and make the right decision,” he
said. “Karen people should not be killing each other.”

Myanmar has more than 20 ethnic rebel groups, many of whom hold territories in the country’s
border regions.

Meanwhile, thousands of anti-coup protesters marched in Myanmar on Sunday, calling for a
“spring revolution” with the country in its fourth month under a military regime.

Demonstrations kicked off early in commercial hub Yangon as activists called for a show of force
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and a “spring revolution”.

Bomb blasts also went off across different parts of Yangon on Sunday. Explosions have been
happening with increasing frequency in the former capital, and authorities have blamed it on
“instigators”.

Youths gathered on a street corner before marching swiftly down the streets in a flash mob —
dispersing soon after to avoid clashing with authorities.

“To bring down the military dictatorship is our cause!” they chanted, waving a three-finger salute
of resistance.

Violence continues

Violence erupted again on Sunday by 10 a.m. in Shan state’s Hsipaw township, when security
forces opened fire on protesters, killing at least one.

“He was shot in the head and died immediately,” said one protester, who said he rushed to hide
his friend’s body in case authorities tried to take it away.

In northern Kachin state, security forces also fired on protesters, even flinging grenades into the
crowd.

A 33-year-old man was shot in the head, a fellow demonstrator told AFP, adding that many
others were wounded in the attack.
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RUSSIA TURNS TO CHINA TO MAKE SPUTNIK V JABS
TO MEET DEMAND

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Russia is turning to multiple Chinese firms to manufacture the Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine in
an effort to speed up production as demand soars for its shot.

Russia has announced three deals totaling 260 million doses with Chinese vaccine companies
in recent weeks. It’s a decision that could mean quicker access to a shot for countries in Latin
America, the West Asia, and Africa that have ordered Russia’s vaccine, as the U.S. and the EU
focus mainly on domestic vaccination needs.

Earlier, criticism about Russia’s vaccine have been largely quieted by data published in The
Lancet that said large-scale testing showed it to be safe, with an efficacy rate of 91%.

Yet, experts have questioned whether Russia can fulfill its pledge to countries across the world.
While pledging hundreds of millions of doses, it has only delivered a fraction.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov has said demand for Sputnik V significantly exceeds
Russia’s domestic production capacity.

To boost production, the Russian Direct Investment Fund, which bankrolled Sputnik V, has
signed agreements with drug makers in India, South Korea, Brazil, Serbia, Turkey, Italy and
others. There are few indications, however, that manufacturers abroad, except for those in
Belarus and Kazakhstan, have made any large amounts of the vaccine so far.

Airfinity, a U.K.-based science analytics company, estimates Russia agreed to supply 630
million doses of Sputnik V to over 100 countries, with only 11.5 million doses exported so far.
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7 MYANMAR REFUGEES CAN APPROACH UNHCR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The High Court of Manipur on Monday allowed seven Myanmar nationals, who entered India
secretly following the February military coup, to travel to New Delhi to seek protection from the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Though India is not a party to the UN Refugee Conventions, the court observed that the country
is a party to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 and the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights of 1966. “The far-reaching and myriad protection afforded by Article
21 of our Constitution, as interpreted and adumbrated by our Supreme Court time and again,
would indubitably encompass the right of non-refoulement,” the court said.

Non-refoulement is the principle under international law that a person fleeing from persecution
from his own country should not be forced to return.

“We welcome the judgment upholding the human rights of the seven Myanmar nationals, three
of whom are minors,” Babloo Loitongbam, convener of the Citizens’ Committee Manipur (CCM),
said.

The other four are Niang Go Man, Pau Khan Thawn, Cing San Lun and Si Thu Aung.

The last three are journalists who were working with the Mizzima news service banned by the
military junta.

Hiding in Moreh

They had been hiding in the border town Moreh until they were brought to Imphal following an
order of the High Court on April 20.

“We continue to be deeply concerned about the plight of thousands of other Myanmar nationals
taking shelter in the bordering villages of Manipur without any support and protection apart from
the hospitality and warmth of the poor villagers,” Mr. Loitongbam said.

The humanitarian sub-committee CCM has provided food, clothing, medicines and utensils
donated by the people of Manipur in four villages in Kamjong district and three each in
Tengnoupal and Churachandpur districts, housing more than 500 refugees from Myanmar, he
said.
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THE NUCLEAR CHALLENGE: ON NORTH KOREA'S
ECONOMIC WORRIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

President Joe Biden’s call for “stern deterrence” in response to North Korea’s nuclear
programme and Pyongyang’s angry reaction, accusing the Biden administration of being
“hostile”, suggest that both countries are headed towards a diplomatic showdown. In his first
congressional address last week, Mr. Biden said the nuclear programmes of Iran and North
Korea posed a “serious threat to America’s security and world security” and promised to respond
through “diplomacy and stern deterrence”. His administration has also completed a review of the
U.S.’s North Korea policy. Mr. Biden is likely to steer between Barack Obama’s “strategic
patience” and Donald Trump’s top-level summitry in dealing with the North Korean nuclear
challenge. North Korea has remained an unresolved foreign policy puzzle for all post-War
American Presidents. In recent times, U.S. Presidents have shown a willingness to
diplomatically engage with Pyongyang. The Clinton administration had signed a framework
agreement with Pyongyang to halt its nuclear programme. Mr. Obama had initiated talks with
North Korea in 2012, which collapsed after Pyongyang launched a satellite. He then adopted a
wait-and-watch approach, which came to be called “strategic patience”. Mr. Trump altered his
predecessor’s North Korea policy by reaching out to the regime and meeting its leader, Kim
Jong-un, thrice, but without a breakthrough.

In theory, the Trump administration and North Korea had agreed to a complete de-nuclearisation
of the Korean peninsula, but failed to agree on its formula. In the 2019 Trump-Kim summit at
Hanoi, the U.S. proposed removal of sanctions for de-nuclearisation, but North Korea rejected it.
Pyongyang had taken a phased approach and sought sanctions removal in return. Ever since,
there has been no improvement in ties. After Mr. Biden assumed office, North Korea had
conducted short-range missile tests, which the U.S. saw as a provocation. Mr. Biden does not
have many good options in dealing with North Korea. The U.S.’s key goal in northeastern Asia is
the de-nuclearisation of the Korean peninsula. And the only practical way to achieve this is
through diplomacy as a military strike on North Korea, a nuclear power, is out of the question.
Though the Trump-Kim summits did not lead to any breakthrough, they have still created a
diplomatic momentum for engagement. Despite its threats to expand its nuclear programme,
North Korea sticks to the self-imposed moratorium on nuclear and long-range ballistic missile
tests. The North, as acknowledged by Mr. Kim recently, is going through a tough economic crisis
and is open to talks. Mr. Biden should seize this opportunity and try to reach common ground
with Mr. Kim that addresses both North Korea’s economic worries and the U.S.’s nuclear
concerns. That should be the focus of the Biden administration’s new North Korean strategy.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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TURKEY ADDS CRYPTO FIRMS TO MONEY
LAUNDERING

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Turkey adds crypto firms to money laundering, terror financing rules.   | Photo Credit: AFP

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

Turkey added cryptocurrency trading platforms to the list of firms covered by anti-money
laundering and terrorism financing regulation, it said in a presidential decree published early on
Saturday.

The Official Gazette said the country's latest expansion of rules governing cryptocurrency
transactions would take immediate effect and cover "crypto asset service providers", which
would be liable to the existing regulations.

Also Read | Crypto market cap surges to record $2 trln, bitcoin at $1.1 trln

Last month Turkey's central bank banned the use of cryptoassets for payments on the grounds
such transactions were risky. In the days that followed two Turkey-based cryptocurrency trading
platforms were halted under separate investigations.

The probe into one of them, Thodex, led to the jailing on Thursday of six suspects including the
siblings of its chief executive, Faruk Fatih Ozer, who Turkish authorities are seeking after he
travelled to Albania.

Please enter a valid email address.

Since the backlash from its users began in January, WhatsApp has been trying hard to get them
back on its platform, by using several methods including reaching out to users via the “status”
feature
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GERMAN PHILOSOPHER REFUSES UAE PRIZE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Juergen Habermas  

The board of trustees of a high-priced literary award from the United Arab Emirates expressed
regret on Monday that prominent German philosopher Juergen Habermas had turned down the
prize, reversing his earlier decision.

The 91-year-old German, considered his country’s most eminent contemporary philosopher,
announced earlier this week that he would not accept the Sheikh Zayed Book Award over its ties
“with the existing political system” in the UAE, a hereditarily ruled country long criticised for its
suppression of dissent. While describing itself as an “independent” initiative, the prize is
administered by Abu Dhabi culture and tourism authorities.

Mr. Habermas’ influential writings on human rights, morality and democracy, among other topics,
have stirred debate in Germany and beyond.

On its website, the board of the literary award, among the most well-funded in the region, said it
“expresses regret” for Habermas’ decision “but respects it.”

The prize, it added, “embodies the values of tolerance, knowledge and creativity while building
bridges between cultures, and will continue to fulfill this mission.”

Mr. Habermas was named the Cultural Personality of the Year, a distinction that carries a cash
prize of 1 million dirhams.

The award is named after Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the first president of the UAE
when the federation of seven sheikhdoms became a country in 1971.
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G7 SEEKS COMMON FRONT ON CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

The Group of Seven wealthy democracies on Tuesday discussed how to form a common front
towards an increasingly assertive China in the Foreign Ministers’ first in-person talks in two
years.

Backing U.S. President Joe Biden’s calls for a deeper alliance of democracies, host Britain
invited guests, including India, South Korea and Australia, for talks in central London stretched
out over three days.

After a welcome dinner on Monday focused on the nuclear programmes of Iran and North
Korea, the Foreign Ministers opened formal talks at Lancaster House, a West End mansion,
welcoming one another with COVID-friendly elbow-bumps and minimal staff.

The G7 devoted its first session on Tuesday to China, whose growing military and economic
clout and willingness to exert its influence at home and abroad have increasingly unnerved
Western democracies.

“It is not our purpose to try to contain China or to hold China down,” U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken told reporters on Monday. “What we are trying to do is to uphold the international
rules-based order that our countries have invested so much in over so many decades to the
benefit, I would argue, not just of our own citizens, but of people around the world — including,
by the way, China.”

Mr. Blinken pledged “robust cooperation” with Britain in pressuring China over the Xinjiang
region, where Beijing’s incarceration of one million Uighurs and other Muslims has been labelled
genocide by Washington, and over a clampdown against civil rights in Hong Kong.

‘Respect commitments’

British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab called for “holding Beijing to the commitments that
they’ve made”, including on Hong Kong, which was promised a separate system before London
handed over the colony in 1997.

But in line with the Biden administration, which has shifted the tone if not substance of former
President Donald Trump’s hawkish stance on China, Mr. Raab also called for “finding
constructive ways to work with China in a sensible and positive manner where that’s possible” —
including on climate change. “We want to see China stepping up to the plate and playing its full
role,” Mr. Raab said.

The nations of the G7 — which also include Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan —
mostly share concerns about China but some have different approaches. Japan has historic
tensions with China but has held off on joining Western nations with sanctions, wary of inflaming
relations with its trading partner.

Italy has been seen as one of the most Beijing-friendly nations in the West, in 2019 signing up
for the Belt and Road Initiative. But Rome joined EU peers in March in summoning the Chinese
Ambassador in a row triggered by concerns over treatment of the Uighurs.
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The Ministers later held a session on the spiralling crisis in Myanmar and were also due to
discuss Russia, Libya, Syria, and climate change among other topics.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-05-06

INDIA BEGINS EXPORTS OF ORGANIC MILLETS
GROWN IN HIMALAYAS TO DENMARK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

In a major boost to organic products exports from the country, first consignment of millets grown
in Himalayas from snow-melt water of Ganges in Dev Bhoomi (Land of the God), Uttarakhand
would be exported to Denmark.

APEDA, in collaboration with Uttarakhand Agriculture Produce Marketing Board (UKAPMB) &
Just Organik, an exporter, has sourced & processed ragi (finger millet), and jhingora(barnyard
millet) from farmers in Uttarakhand for exports, which meets the organic certification standards
of the European Union.

UKAPMB procured millets directly from these farmers which have been processed in the state-
of-art processing unit built by mandi board and operated by Just Organik.

“Millets are unique agricultural products from India which have significant demand in the global
market. We will continue to carry out export promotion for the millets with a special focus on
products sourced from Himalayas,” said by Dr M Angamuthu, Chairman, APEDA. He stated that
Indian organic products, nutraceuticals and health food are gaining more demand in overseas
market

In Uttarakhand, many of the common varieties of millets are the staple foods in the hills. The
Uttarakhand government has been supporting organic farming. UKAPMB, through a unique
initiative has been supporting thousands of farmers for organic certification. These farmers
produce mainly millets such as ragi, barnyard millet, amaranthus etc.

The exports of millets to Denmark would expand exports opportunities in European countries.
The exports would also support thousands of farmers that are getting into organic farming.
Millets are gaining a lot of popularity globally because of high nutritive values and being gluten
free also.

Meanwhile, India’s export of organic food products rose by more than 51% to Rs 7078 crore ($
1040 million) during April-February (2020-21) compared to the same period in the previous fiscal
(2019-20).

In terms of quantity, the exports of organic food products grew by 39% to 888,179 metric tonne
(MT) during April-February (2020-21) compared to 638,998 MT shipped in April- February
(2020-21). The growth in organic products have been achieved despite logistical and operational
challenges posed by the COVID19 pandemic.

Oil cake meal is a major commodity of the organic product exports from the country followed by
oil seeds, fruit pulps and purees, cereals & millets, spices, tea, medicinal plant products, dry
fruits, sugar, pulses, coffee, essential oil etc. India’s organic products have been exported to 58
countries including USA, European Union, Canada, Great Britain, Australia, Switzerland, Israel
and South Korea.

At present, organic products are exported provided they are produced, processed, packed and
labelled as per the requirements of the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP).
The NPOP has been implemented by APEDA since its inception in 2001 as notified under the
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Foreign Trade (Development and Regulations) Act, 1992.

The NPOP certification has been recognized by the European Union and Switzerland which
enables India to export unprocessed plant products to these countries without the requirement of
additional certification. NPOP also facilitates export of Indian organic products to the United
Kingdom even in the post Brexit phase.

In order to facilitate the trade between major importing countries, negotiations are underway with
Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Australia, UAE, New Zealand for achieving Mutual Recognition
Agreements for exports of organic products from India.

NPOP has also been recognized by the Food Safety Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) for
trade of organic products in the domestic market. Organic products covered under the bilateral
agreement with NPOP need not to be recertified for import in India.

*******

YB/SS

In a major boost to organic products exports from the country, first consignment of millets grown
in Himalayas from snow-melt water of Ganges in Dev Bhoomi (Land of the God), Uttarakhand
would be exported to Denmark.

APEDA, in collaboration with Uttarakhand Agriculture Produce Marketing Board (UKAPMB) &
Just Organik, an exporter, has sourced & processed ragi (finger millet), and jhingora(barnyard
millet) from farmers in Uttarakhand for exports, which meets the organic certification standards
of the European Union.

UKAPMB procured millets directly from these farmers which have been processed in the state-
of-art processing unit built by mandi board and operated by Just Organik.

“Millets are unique agricultural products from India which have significant demand in the global
market. We will continue to carry out export promotion for the millets with a special focus on
products sourced from Himalayas,” said by Dr M Angamuthu, Chairman, APEDA. He stated that
Indian organic products, nutraceuticals and health food are gaining more demand in overseas
market

In Uttarakhand, many of the common varieties of millets are the staple foods in the hills. The
Uttarakhand government has been supporting organic farming. UKAPMB, through a unique
initiative has been supporting thousands of farmers for organic certification. These farmers
produce mainly millets such as ragi, barnyard millet, amaranthus etc.

The exports of millets to Denmark would expand exports opportunities in European countries.
The exports would also support thousands of farmers that are getting into organic farming.
Millets are gaining a lot of popularity globally because of high nutritive values and being gluten
free also.

Meanwhile, India’s export of organic food products rose by more than 51% to Rs 7078 crore ($
1040 million) during April-February (2020-21) compared to the same period in the previous fiscal
(2019-20).

In terms of quantity, the exports of organic food products grew by 39% to 888,179 metric tonne
(MT) during April-February (2020-21) compared to 638,998 MT shipped in April- February
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(2020-21). The growth in organic products have been achieved despite logistical and operational
challenges posed by the COVID19 pandemic.

Oil cake meal is a major commodity of the organic product exports from the country followed by
oil seeds, fruit pulps and purees, cereals & millets, spices, tea, medicinal plant products, dry
fruits, sugar, pulses, coffee, essential oil etc. India’s organic products have been exported to 58
countries including USA, European Union, Canada, Great Britain, Australia, Switzerland, Israel
and South Korea.

At present, organic products are exported provided they are produced, processed, packed and
labelled as per the requirements of the National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP).
The NPOP has been implemented by APEDA since its inception in 2001 as notified under the
Foreign Trade (Development and Regulations) Act, 1992.

The NPOP certification has been recognized by the European Union and Switzerland which
enables India to export unprocessed plant products to these countries without the requirement of
additional certification. NPOP also facilitates export of Indian organic products to the United
Kingdom even in the post Brexit phase.

In order to facilitate the trade between major importing countries, negotiations are underway with
Taiwan, Korea, Japan, Australia, UAE, New Zealand for achieving Mutual Recognition
Agreements for exports of organic products from India.

NPOP has also been recognized by the Food Safety Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) for
trade of organic products in the domestic market. Organic products covered under the bilateral
agreement with NPOP need not to be recertified for import in India.

*******
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CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND ON MIGRATION AND MOBILITY
PARTNERSHIP

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the signing
of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Migration and Mobility Partnership between the
Government of the Republic of India and Her Majesty’s Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland .

Objectives:

The MoU is aimed at Liberalising issuance of visas promoting mobility of students, researchers
and skilled professionals and strengthen cooperation on issues related to irregular migration and
human trafficking between the two sides.

The MoU would benefit Indian students, academics, and researchers, migrants for professional
and economic reasons and those willing to contribute through various projects to the economic
development of both countries without consideration of caste, creed, religion or gender. This
MoU can support the innovation ecosystem in both countries by facilitating free flow of talent.

Ministry of External Affairs would closely monitor the effective implementation of the MoU
through Joint Working Group mechanism.

DS

The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the signing
of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Migration and Mobility Partnership between the
Government of the Republic of India and Her Majesty’s Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland .

Objectives:

The MoU is aimed at Liberalising issuance of visas promoting mobility of students, researchers
and skilled professionals and strengthen cooperation on issues related to irregular migration and
human trafficking between the two sides.

The MoU would benefit Indian students, academics, and researchers, migrants for professional
and economic reasons and those willing to contribute through various projects to the economic
development of both countries without consideration of caste, creed, religion or gender. This
MoU can support the innovation ecosystem in both countries by facilitating free flow of talent.

Ministry of External Affairs would closely monitor the effective implementation of the MoU
through Joint Working Group mechanism.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-07

IN IRELAND’S COMPLEX TROUBLES, LESSONS FOR
INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The communal clashes of April in Northern Ireland caught the media attention of many
countries, but not in India, though the events carry relevant lessons and warnings for this
country. Those riots, that left 74 policemen injured, threaten to undermine the fragile peace
between Protestant pro-British loyalist unionists who want to remain part of the United Kingdom
forever, and Catholic pro-Irish nationalists who wish Northern Ireland to become part of the
Republic of Ireland.

The riots are the culmination of a complex mix of change, resistance to change, and ingrained
political and social inertia. Northern Ireland altered enormously for the better after the signing of
the Anglo-Irish Good Friday Agreement in 1998, and for the accord to have received strong
support across the divided island was a remarkable achievement. This Agreement began the
process of dismantling border controls between the North and the Republic of Ireland, but
subsequent developments showed that social issues remained unaddressed: both religious
communities ‘experienced little or no peace dividend after the Agreement, and poverty and
deprivation linked to educational under-achievement and high unemployment affects both
nationalist and loyalist areas alike’ in Northern Ireland. There is an obvious lack of social and
economic opportunities; 120,000 children are living in poverty, and more than 40,000 people
remain on the social housing waiting list. Between 1998 and 2014, an abnormal number of
suicides was registered, and that gloomy statistic keeps growing. The localities most deprived
during the pre-Agreement communal riots remain the most deprived areas within Northern
Ireland today.

Britain’s break from the European Union (Brexit) was always going to prove a major stress test
for Northern Ireland because 56% of its electorate voted to remain in the European Union. Much
of the present anger relates to the specific protocol concerning Northern Ireland, which ‘provided
for the territory to remain in the customs union and single market of the European Union while
protecting its status as part of the United Kingdom’. Nevertheless, the Irish Protestant loyalists
argue that the deal puts the union at risk. The unionist party ‘campaigned for Brexit on the basis
that a United Kingdom outside the European Union would make a future united Ireland much
more difficult to achieve, but the opposite has actually turned out to be true, and a united Irish
island is now being discussed in a way that scarcely seemed possible prior’ to the Brexit
referendum of 2016.

Accordingly, as a recent opinion article says, the Irish Catholic nationalists are talking up the
prospects of achieving an early united Ireland and demanding a vote on it, which instils acute
anxiety among the union loyalists. In short, ‘Brexit has encouraged a strong revival of identity
polarisation, and a possible Irish Language Act, that would give the Irish tongue equal status to
English in Northern Ireland’, is feared by unionists as yet another nail in the United Kingdom’s
coffin. Demography has changed since the Good Friday Agreement; no longer do unionist
parties have the majority, but political inertia prefers a vacuum, so progress toward an equable
and liveable peace has stalled. The article adds, ‘past traumas continue to weigh heavily on
current politics in Northern Ireland and that is unlikely to change as the twin challenges of
managing the Protocol and preventing communal violence occupy the attention in that territory,
Dublin and London in the years to come’.
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Elections scheduled next year to the ‘Northern Ireland Assembly will be followed in 2024 by an
important vote on the Northern Ireland Protocol because under the terms of the Brexit
agreement, the Assembly will have to vote on whether or not to accept the continuing operation
of the Protocol. Should unionists decide to boycott this vote, the legitimacy of the Protocol will be
thrown open to question. The timing of any potential Scottish referendum on independence —
also likely to be held around 2024 — may well further destabilise Northern Ireland’s fragile
politics’, says the opinion article.

All things considered, there is no person more like a Northern Irish Catholic than a Northern Irish
Protestant and vice versa, although obscurantists are loath to accept that basic reality. The fact
that the people are just one, with parity in mutual fear, esteem and consent, is never addressed
and artificial differences are played up by political elements wishing to stoke communal
sentiments and keep both communities at the mercy of irresponsible and divisive forces. While
the British, Irish and American governments have condemned the violence, there is a lack of
local political leadership to stabilise this volatile situation.

Peace is an extraordinarily brittle entity, and any functioning democracy must ensure a daily
commitment to addressing communal issues with vigilance, tolerance and compromise. These
are lessons to be drawn in India. The recent violence in Northern Ireland shows that every
country needs leadership that takes responsibility for peoples’ social and economic problems
and steers prejudices away from entrenched phobias. The ruling party in India needs to be
aware that creating religious tensions between communities has incalculable deep-seated
negative consequences that will severely damage every section of society and all our
established political and national institutions.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary

Please enter a valid email address.
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HOW U.S. PLANS TO COUNTER CHINA’S INFLUENCE
IN TECHNOLOGY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The U.S. Department of Commerce has added seven Chinese supercomputer makers to Entity
List for their support to China’s military modernisation, and other destabilising efforts.   | Photo
Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

China’s growing influence in science and technology is a thorn in the flesh for the U.S. It is one
of the reasons why the Trump administration went against the Chinese smartphone maker
Huawei. It slapped sanctions on the 5G equipment maker, and called for its CFO Meng
Wanzhou’s arrest in 2018.

Several other prominent countries, including the U.K. and Sweden, banned Huawei from
supplying 5G equipment to them, citing national security concerns. The U.S. is continuing to
pressure its allies to keep Huawei from selling their next generation wireless technology to them.

Also Read | U.S. FCC commissioner urges tougher steps on Chinese network equipment

At the centre of this growing scepticism against one of the largest mobile device makers is a
perception that Huawei is closely linked to the Chinese government, and as a result its
equipment could be used by Beijing to spy on foreign governments. Huawei rejects these
charges by the U.S. and its allies.

While Trump made a targeted attack at one company, the approach could be different with the
incumbent Biden administration. The toolkit U.S. plans to use now is the “Endless Frontiers” bill.
Sponsored by Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer and Republican Senator Todd Young
in Congress last May, the bill seeks to widen the country’s science foundation by including
technological research and calling for a centre for technology to be set up within the foundation.

The directorate will work to strengthen U.S.’s leadership in emerging technology like artificial
intelligence, high-performance computing, and advanced manufacturing.

The legislative proposal seeking to counter China’s tech dominance will allocate about $110
billion toward technology research. The bipartisan “Endless Frontiers” bill is said to be debated
in the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee on May 12, according to a report by Reuters.

Also Read | U.S. Senate panel to take up technology research spending bill

The bill will authorise $100 billion to be invested over the next five years in basic and advanced
research, including semiconductors, quantum computing, and biotechnology. Another $10 billion
will be earmarked to set up 10 technological hubs and create a crisis-response programme to
address supply chain issues facing the semiconductor industry.

Apart from the proposed bill, Republican Senator John Cornyn said lawmakers are also likely to
vote on approving at least $37 billion to fund programmes to boost U.S. semiconductor

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/article31890941.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/us-fcc-commissioner-urges-tougher-steps-on-chinese-network-equipment/article34203896.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/us-senate-panel-to-take-up-technology-research-spending-bill/article34498798.ece
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production that was authorised under a law enacted in January.

While both Senate Democrats and Republicans are seen to be moving closer to clinching an
agreement, there are questions on the effectiveness of the proposed bill.

Republican Senator Rand Paul calls the proposal “wasteful” and that it won’t “counter China’s
rising influence”. In an opinion piece to The Hill, he points out that “Political considerations would
replace sound investment decisions, and companies would be accountable to Congress, instead
of investors.”

He also noted that a lack of profit motive within the government will make the proposal inherently
less efficient than the marketplace.

Please enter a valid email address.

Facebook’s Oversight Board on Wednesday upheld the social media network’s decision on
January 7 to block the then-US President Donald Trump from its

The technology could be as much as 45% faster than the mainstream 7-nanometre chips in
many of today's laptops and phones and up to 75% more power efficient, the company said.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND EUROPEAN
INVESTMENT BANK SIGN FINANCE CONTRACT FOR
SECOND TRANCHE OF EURO 150 MILLION FOR PUNE
METRO RAIL PROJECT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

The Government of India (GoI) and European Investment Bank (EIB) here today signed the
finance contract for second tranche of Euro 150 million for Pune Metro Rail project through a
virtual signing ceremony. The signing ceremony was held in the presence of H.E. Mr. Francisco
Andre, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Portugal and H.E. Mr. Werner
Hoyer, President EIB. Shri K. Rajaraman, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Finance, signed the loan on behalf of Government of India and Mr. Christian Kettel
Thomsen, Vice-President, signed the loan on behalf of EIB.

EIB had approved the total loan of Euro 600 million to fund the Pune Metro Rail project. The
Finance Contract for first tranche of Euro 200 million was signed between GoI and EIB on
22.7.2019. The project aims to provide efficient, safe, economic and pollution-free Mass Rapid
Transit System in densely populated area in the city of Pune served with heterogeneous traffic
options.

The financing from EIB will help to fund construction and operation of Corridor 1 (North-South) -
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC) to Swargate and Corridor 2 (West-East)
–Vanaz (Kothrud) to Ramvadi, totaling about 31.25 kilometers (km) and related purchase of a
related fleet of metro cars. Further, the project will serve large population which consisting
working class in providing urban mobility for their livelihood. The Maharashtra Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd. (MAHAMETRO) is the implementing agency for this project.

 

****

RM/MV/KMN

The Government of India (GoI) and European Investment Bank (EIB) here today signed the
finance contract for second tranche of Euro 150 million for Pune Metro Rail project through a
virtual signing ceremony. The signing ceremony was held in the presence of H.E. Mr. Francisco
Andre, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Portugal and H.E. Mr. Werner
Hoyer, President EIB. Shri K. Rajaraman, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Finance, signed the loan on behalf of Government of India and Mr. Christian Kettel
Thomsen, Vice-President, signed the loan on behalf of EIB.

EIB had approved the total loan of Euro 600 million to fund the Pune Metro Rail project. The
Finance Contract for first tranche of Euro 200 million was signed between GoI and EIB on
22.7.2019. The project aims to provide efficient, safe, economic and pollution-free Mass Rapid
Transit System in densely populated area in the city of Pune served with heterogeneous traffic
options.

The financing from EIB will help to fund construction and operation of Corridor 1 (North-South) -
Pimpri Chinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC) to Swargate and Corridor 2 (West-East)
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–Vanaz (Kothrud) to Ramvadi, totaling about 31.25 kilometers (km) and related purchase of a
related fleet of metro cars. Further, the project will serve large population which consisting
working class in providing urban mobility for their livelihood. The Maharashtra Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd. (MAHAMETRO) is the implementing agency for this project.
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INDIA HOLDS UP WIRELESS APPROVALS FOR CHINA-
MADE DEVICES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

More than 80 such applications by U.S., Chinese and Korean firms have been pending with the
WPC since then, one of the sources said.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

India has held up approvals for import of wifi modules from China for months, driving companies
such as U.S. computer makers Dell and HP and China's Xiaomi, Oppo, Vivo and Lenovo to
delay product launches in a key growth market, two industry sources said.

Imports from China of finished electronic devices - like bluetooth speakers, wireless earphones,
smartphones, smartwatches and laptops - containing wifi modules are being delayed, the
sources said.

The Communications Ministry's Wireless Planning and Coordination (WPC) Wing has withheld
approval since at least November, according to the sources, who were familiar with lobbying
efforts by firms seeking clearance.

More than 80 such applications by U.S., Chinese and Korean firms have been pending with the
WPC since then, one of the sources said. Even applications from some Indian firms, which bring
in some finished products from China, are awaiting WPC approval, the sources added.

Dell, HP, Xiaomi, Oppo, Vivo and Lenovo did not respond to requests for comment.

Also Read | U.S. FCC commissioner urges tougher steps on Chinese network equipment

The communications ministry did not respond to a request for comment either. And both sources
said the government had still to respond to representations made by industry lobby groups and
individual companies.

India's hard stance on Chinese imports comes amid Prime Minister Narendra Modi's call for
greater economic self-reliance.

His nationalist policies have helped boost the growth of smartphone assembly in the South
Asian nation, and the sources believe the government's intention is to persuade companies to
locate more of their production of electronic devices in India.

"The government's idea is to push companies to manufacture these products in India," one of
the sources said.

"But tech companies are caught in a difficult situation - making in India would mean big-ticket
investments and a long wait for returns, on the other hand the government-imposed hurdle on
imports means a potential loss of revenues."

India previously allowed companies to self-declare wireless equipment, a move that made
imports easier, but new rules in March 2019 mandated firms to seek government approval.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/article31890941.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/us-fcc-commissioner-urges-tougher-steps-on-chinese-network-equipment/article34203896.ece
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While India's market and export potential have turned it into the world's second-biggest mobile
maker, tech analysts and industry insiders say it does not yet have the size or scale for
companies to invest big in making IT products and smart wearable devices.

Wary of China Tech

The long delay in WPC approvals also underscores India's strategy to cut China's influence in its
tech economy, especially after a border clash with Beijing last year though tensions have eased
since.

Modi's government this week omitted Chinese gearmaker Huawei from a list of participants in its
5G trials, though European and Korean rivals were permitted.

And once 5G deployment begins in India, New Delhi will likely block mobile carriers from using
Huawei's telecoms gear, Reuters previously reported.

Also Read | Why less may be more for India and China

U.S. firms Apple, Cisco and Dell were last year caught up in India's border tensions with China,
as Indian ports held up imports of their products from China.

In another example, reported by Reuters late last year, India's tight control of quality clearances
for electronic goods from China slowed the import of an Apple iPhone model.

Now that firms have obtained safety clearances from India's quality control agency, getting WPC
approval has become the main obstacle to importing electronic devices from China.

Please enter a valid email address.

Facebook’s Oversight Board on Wednesday upheld the social media network’s decision on
January 7 to block the then-US President Donald Trump from its

The technology could be as much as 45% faster than the mainstream 7-nanometre chips in
many of today's laptops and phones and up to 75% more power efficient, the company said.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-expresses-concern-regret-over-indias-5g-exclusion/article34491371.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-expresses-concern-regret-over-indias-5g-exclusion/article34491371.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/why-less-may-be-more-for-india-and-china/article34320595.ece


Page 32

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-05-08

INDIA-UK VIRTUAL SUMMIT STRENGTHENS STI
COOPERATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, and the UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson agreed
on a common vision of a new and transformational Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
between the UK and India, and adopted an ambitious India-UK Roadmap to 2030 to steer
cooperation for the next 10 years.

 

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, and the UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson met
virtually on 4 May 2021

 

Both leaders met virtually on 4 May 2021 and emphasised their shared commitment to an
enhanced partnership in science, education, research and innovation and look forward to the
next ministerial Science and Innovation Council (SIC).

They welcomed the signing of the new UK-India MoU on Telecommunications/ICT and the
Joint Declaration of Intent on Digital and Technology, the establishment of new high-level
dialogues on tech, new joint rapid research investment into Covid19, a new partnership to
support zoonotic research, new investment to advance understanding of weather and climate
science, and the continuation of the UK-India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI).

They agreed to expand and enhance the existing UK-India vaccines partnership, highlighting
the successful collaboration between Oxford University, Astra Zeneca and the Serum Institute
of India on an effective Covid19 vaccine that is ‘developed in UK’, ‘Made in India’ and
‘distributed globally’. They emphasized that the international community should learn lessons
and agreed to work together to reform and strengthen WHO and the global health security
architecture to strengthen pandemic resilience.

Some of the key points to strengthen STI cooperation between two countries are:

1. Enhance cooperation between India and the UK on strengthening the role of women in
STEMM at schools, universities, and research institutions and creating an enabling environment
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for equal participation of women in STEM disciplines through collaboration on new initiatives like
Gender Advancement for Transforming Institutions (GATI) project.

2. Develop collaborations between Industry, Academia and the Government to foster innovation
among school students by focusing on teacher training, mentoring and sharing of global best
practices through initiatives like the India Innovation Competency Enhancement Program
(IICEP).

3. Build on the two countries’ existing bilateral research, science and innovation infrastructure
and governmental relationships to continue to support high-quality, high-impact research and
innovation through joint processes. Position the UK and India as mutual partners of choice and a
force for good in the world in areas of shared priority, including health, the circular economy,
climate, clean energy, urban development and engineering healthier environments, waste-to-
wealth, manufacturing, cyber physical systems, space and related research.

4. Forge partnership across the pipeline of research and innovation activity, from basic research
to applied and interdisciplinary research and through to translation and commercialisation across
government departments to optimise impact, utilize expertise and networks and minimise
duplication.

5. Leverage and build on existing, long-standing bilateral partnerships such as on education,
research and innovation, to stimulate a joint pipeline of talent, excellent researchers and early-
career innovators and explore new opportunities for student and researchers exchanges by
establishing joint centres and facilitating access to state-of-the-art facilities.

6. Work together to share knowledge and expertise regarding artificial intelligence, scientific
support to policies and regulatory aspects including ethics, and promote a dialogue in research
and innovation. Through Tech Summits, bring together tech innovators, scientists, entrepreneurs
and policy makers to work together on challenges including the norms and governance of future
tech under the cross-cutting theme of ‘data’.

7. Grow programmes such as the Fast Track Start-Up Fund to nurture innovation led,
sustainable growth and jobs, and tech solutions that benefit both countries. Explore partnerships
with joint investment to enable the growth of technology-enabled innovative businesses and
increase the number of start-ups and MSMEs growing and scaling-up internationally, for
example in relation to climate and the environment, med tech devices, industrial biotech and
agriculture, and sustainable development, helping to achieve the Global Goals by 2030.

****

SS/RP/ (DST Media Cell)

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, and the UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson agreed
on a common vision of a new and transformational Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
between the UK and India, and adopted an ambitious India-UK Roadmap to 2030 to steer
cooperation for the next 10 years.
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virtually on 4 May 2021

 

Both leaders met virtually on 4 May 2021 and emphasised their shared commitment to an
enhanced partnership in science, education, research and innovation and look forward to the
next ministerial Science and Innovation Council (SIC).

They welcomed the signing of the new UK-India MoU on Telecommunications/ICT and the
Joint Declaration of Intent on Digital and Technology, the establishment of new high-level
dialogues on tech, new joint rapid research investment into Covid19, a new partnership to
support zoonotic research, new investment to advance understanding of weather and climate
science, and the continuation of the UK-India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI).

They agreed to expand and enhance the existing UK-India vaccines partnership, highlighting
the successful collaboration between Oxford University, Astra Zeneca and the Serum Institute
of India on an effective Covid19 vaccine that is ‘developed in UK’, ‘Made in India’ and
‘distributed globally’. They emphasized that the international community should learn lessons
and agreed to work together to reform and strengthen WHO and the global health security
architecture to strengthen pandemic resilience.

Some of the key points to strengthen STI cooperation between two countries are:

1. Enhance cooperation between India and the UK on strengthening the role of women in
STEMM at schools, universities, and research institutions and creating an enabling environment
for equal participation of women in STEM disciplines through collaboration on new initiatives like
Gender Advancement for Transforming Institutions (GATI) project.

2. Develop collaborations between Industry, Academia and the Government to foster innovation
among school students by focusing on teacher training, mentoring and sharing of global best
practices through initiatives like the India Innovation Competency Enhancement Program
(IICEP).

3. Build on the two countries’ existing bilateral research, science and innovation infrastructure
and governmental relationships to continue to support high-quality, high-impact research and
innovation through joint processes. Position the UK and India as mutual partners of choice and a
force for good in the world in areas of shared priority, including health, the circular economy,
climate, clean energy, urban development and engineering healthier environments, waste-to-
wealth, manufacturing, cyber physical systems, space and related research.
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4. Forge partnership across the pipeline of research and innovation activity, from basic research
to applied and interdisciplinary research and through to translation and commercialisation across
government departments to optimise impact, utilize expertise and networks and minimise
duplication.

5. Leverage and build on existing, long-standing bilateral partnerships such as on education,
research and innovation, to stimulate a joint pipeline of talent, excellent researchers and early-
career innovators and explore new opportunities for student and researchers exchanges by
establishing joint centres and facilitating access to state-of-the-art facilities.

6. Work together to share knowledge and expertise regarding artificial intelligence, scientific
support to policies and regulatory aspects including ethics, and promote a dialogue in research
and innovation. Through Tech Summits, bring together tech innovators, scientists, entrepreneurs
and policy makers to work together on challenges including the norms and governance of future
tech under the cross-cutting theme of ‘data’.

7. Grow programmes such as the Fast Track Start-Up Fund to nurture innovation led,
sustainable growth and jobs, and tech solutions that benefit both countries. Explore partnerships
with joint investment to enable the growth of technology-enabled innovative businesses and
increase the number of start-ups and MSMEs growing and scaling-up internationally, for
example in relation to climate and the environment, med tech devices, industrial biotech and
agriculture, and sustainable development, helping to achieve the Global Goals by 2030.

****

SS/RP/ (DST Media Cell)
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-09

WHO APPROVES CHINA’S SINOPHARM VACCINE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

The World Health Organization on Friday approved the Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine for
emergency use — the first Chinese jab to receive the WHO’s green light.

The UN health agency signed off on the two-dose vaccine, which is already being deployed in
dozens of countries around the world.

The WHO has already given emergency use listing to the vaccines being made by Pfizer-
BioNTech, Moderna, J&J, and the AstraZeneca jab being produced at sites in India and in South
Korea.

“This afternoon, WHO gave emergency use listing to Sinopharm Beijing’s Covid-19 vaccine,
making it the sixth vaccine to receive WHO validation for safety, efficacy and quality,” WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

The WHO recommended that the two Sinopharm shots be taken three to four weeks apart.

The vaccine’s efficacy for symptomatic and hospitalised cases of COVID-19 was estimated to be
79% when all age groups are combined, it said. The agency said few adults over 60 were
enrolled in clinical trials of the vaccine, so its efficacy could not be estimated in that age group.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-05-09

INDIA PARTICIPATES IN THE 3RD ARCTIC SCIENCE
MINISTERIAL; SHARES PLANS FOR RESEARCH AND
LONG-TERM COOPERATION IN THE ARCTIC

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations

India is participating in the 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3) - the global platform for
discussing research and cooperation in the Arctic region (8-9 May, 2021).

 

Dr.Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Science and Technology, Health and Family Welfare, and
Earth Sciences, shared India’s vision and long-term plans for research, work, and cooperation in
the Arctic region with the stakeholders. He welcomed collaborations towards strengthening
observational systems and sharing of data to enhance knowledge. “India would continue to play
a positive role in deepening shared understanding of the Arctic through observation, research,
capacity building, as well in promoting sustainable development of the region through



Page 38

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

international cooperation”, said Dr Harsh Vardhan. He also proposed that India may be given an
opportunity to host the next or future ASM.

 

 

India shared its plans to contribute observing systems in the Arctic, both in-situ and by remote
sensing. The country would deploy open ocean mooring in the Arctic for long-term monitoring of
upper ocean variables and marine meteorological parameters. The launch of NISER (NASA-
ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar) satellite mission, in collaboration with the USA, is underway.
NISER aims to conduct global measurements of the cause and consequences of land surface
changes using advanced radar imaging. India’s contributions to the Sustained Arctic
Observational Network (SAON) would continue.

The first two meetings—ASM1 and ASM2—were held in the USA in 2016 and Germany in 2018,
respectively. ASM3, jointly organised by Iceland and Japan, is the first Ministerial meeting being
held in Asia. The meeting is designed to provide opportunities to various stakeholders, including
academia, indigenous communities, governments and policymakers, to enhance collective
understanding of the Arctic region, emphasize and engage in constant monitoring, and
strengthen observations. The theme for this year is ‘Knowledge for a Sustainable Arctic’.

Arctic warming and its ice melt are global concerns as they play a pivotal role in regulating
climate, sea levels, and maintaining biodiversity. Moreover, there is growing evidence of
connection between the Arctic and the Indian Ocean (which modulates the Indian monsoon).
Hence, improving the understanding of physical processes and quantifying the impact of Arctic
ice melt on the Indian summer monsoon is very important.
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Since 2013, India enjoys ‘Observer’ status in the Arctic Council with twelve other countries
(Japan, China, France, Germany, UK, Italy, Switzerland, Poland, Spain, Netherlands,
Singapore, and South Korea). The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum to
promote cooperation, coordination, and interaction towards sustainable development and
environmental protection in the Arctic. As part of the Arctic Council, India contributes to the
international deliberations to develop effective cooperative partnerships towards a safe, stable,
and secure Arctic.
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India’s engagement with the Arctic dates back to 1920 with the signing of the Svalbard Treaty in
Paris. Since July 2008, India has a permanent research station in the Arctic called Himadari at
NyAlesund, Svalbard Area in Norway. It has also deployed a multi-sensor moored observatory
called IndARC in the Kongsfjorden fjord since July 2014. The research in the Arctic region from
India is coordinated, conducted, and promoted by the National Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research (NCPOR), Goa, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government of India.

****

SS/RP

India is participating in the 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial (ASM3) - the global platform for
discussing research and cooperation in the Arctic region (8-9 May, 2021).
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Dr.Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Science and Technology, Health and Family Welfare, and
Earth Sciences, shared India’s vision and long-term plans for research, work, and cooperation in
the Arctic region with the stakeholders. He welcomed collaborations towards strengthening
observational systems and sharing of data to enhance knowledge. “India would continue to play
a positive role in deepening shared understanding of the Arctic through observation, research,
capacity building, as well in promoting sustainable development of the region through
international cooperation”, said Dr Harsh Vardhan. He also proposed that India may be given an
opportunity to host the next or future ASM.
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India shared its plans to contribute observing systems in the Arctic, both in-situ and by remote
sensing. The country would deploy open ocean mooring in the Arctic for long-term monitoring of
upper ocean variables and marine meteorological parameters. The launch of NISER (NASA-
ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar) satellite mission, in collaboration with the USA, is underway.
NISER aims to conduct global measurements of the cause and consequences of land surface
changes using advanced radar imaging. India’s contributions to the Sustained Arctic
Observational Network (SAON) would continue.

The first two meetings—ASM1 and ASM2—were held in the USA in 2016 and Germany in 2018,
respectively. ASM3, jointly organised by Iceland and Japan, is the first Ministerial meeting being
held in Asia. The meeting is designed to provide opportunities to various stakeholders, including
academia, indigenous communities, governments and policymakers, to enhance collective
understanding of the Arctic region, emphasize and engage in constant monitoring, and
strengthen observations. The theme for this year is ‘Knowledge for a Sustainable Arctic’.

Arctic warming and its ice melt are global concerns as they play a pivotal role in regulating
climate, sea levels, and maintaining biodiversity. Moreover, there is growing evidence of
connection between the Arctic and the Indian Ocean (which modulates the Indian monsoon).
Hence, improving the understanding of physical processes and quantifying the impact of Arctic
ice melt on the Indian summer monsoon is very important.
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Since 2013, India enjoys ‘Observer’ status in the Arctic Council with twelve other countries
(Japan, China, France, Germany, UK, Italy, Switzerland, Poland, Spain, Netherlands,
Singapore, and South Korea). The Arctic Council is a high-level intergovernmental forum to
promote cooperation, coordination, and interaction towards sustainable development and
environmental protection in the Arctic. As part of the Arctic Council, India contributes to the
international deliberations to develop effective cooperative partnerships towards a safe, stable,
and secure Arctic.
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India’s engagement with the Arctic dates back to 1920 with the signing of the Svalbard Treaty in
Paris. Since July 2008, India has a permanent research station in the Arctic called Himadari at
NyAlesund, Svalbard Area in Norway. It has also deployed a multi-sensor moored observatory
called IndARC in the Kongsfjorden fjord since July 2014. The research in the Arctic region from
India is coordinated, conducted, and promoted by the National Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research (NCPOR), Goa, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government of India.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-10

A TRIPS WAIVER IS USEFUL BUT NOT A MAGIC PILL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The United States has finally relented and declared its support for a temporary waiver of the
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement for COVID-19
vaccines at the World Trade Organisation (WTO). In October 2020, India and South Africa, at
the WTO, proposed waiving Sections 1, 4, 5, and 7 of Part II of the TRIPS agreement (covering
copyrights, industrial designs, patents, and undisclosed trade information) related to the
prevention, containment, or treatment of COVID-19.

The U.S.’s support of the TRIPS waiver is a significant step forward in the global fight against
the pandemic. Hopefully, the U.S.’s decision would cause other holdouts like Canada and the
European Union to give up their opposition. Legally, the waiver is surely possible since Article IX
of the WTO Agreement allows for waiving obligations in ‘exceptional circumstances’
(https://bit.ly/3uCTMJy), which the COVID-19 pandemic undoubtedly is. The stumbling block is
the political will of the richer countries that house the giant pharmaceutical corporations
producing COVID-19 vaccines and medicines.

The fig leaf of patent protection has to drop

While the U.S.’s decision is to be welcomed, the devil would be in the details. The countries
would now negotiate on the text of the waiver at the WTO. If the experience of negotiating such
waivers, especially on TRIPS, were anything to go by, it would be too early to celebrate. In the
aftermath of the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa in the 1990s, the WTO adopted a decision in 2003
waiving certain TRIPS obligations to increase the accessibility of medicines in countries that
lacked manufacturing capability. Specifically, the obligation contained in Article 31(f) of TRIPS
that medicines produced under a compulsory licence are predominantly for the domestic market
of that country was waived, paving the way for the export of such medicines to a country that
lacked manufacturing capability.

However, this waiver (later incorporated as Article 31 bis in the TRIPS agreement) was subject
to several stringent requirements such as the drugs so manufactured are to be exported to that
nation only; the medicines should be easily identifiable through different colour, or shape; only
the amount necessary to meet the requirements of the importing country are to be
manufactured; the importing country has to notify to the WTO’s TRIPS Council, etc,. Given these
cumbersome requirements, hardly any country, in the last 17 years, made effective use of this
waiver.

The statement issued by Katherine Tai, the U.S. Trade Representative, states that the
negotiations on the text of the waiver will ‘take time’ given the WTO’s consensus-based
decision-making process and the complexity of the issues involved. This signals that the
negotiations on the waiver are going to be difficult. While the U.S. would not like to be seen as
blocking the TRIPS waiver and attracting the ire of the global community, make no mistake that
it would resolutely defend the interests of its pharmaceutical corporations. The developing world
should be conscious to ensure that a repeat of 2003 does not happen.

Explained | Intellectual Property Rights waiver resolve the COVID-19 vaccine shortage?

Ms. Tai’s statement also reveals that the U.S. supports waiving intellectual property (IP)
protections on COVID-19 vaccines. However, India and South Africa proposed a waiver not just

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_e.htm
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-south-africa-ask-wto-to-ease-ip-rules-for-covid-19/article32759681.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-south-africa-ask-wto-to-ease-ip-rules-for-covid-19/article32759681.ece
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/factsheet_pharm02_e.htm#:~:text=Article%2031(f)%20of%20the,is%20made%20under%20compulsory%20licence
https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/31bis_trips_01_e.htm
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/may/statement-ambassador-katherine-tai-covid-19-trips-waiver
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-to-support-intellectual-property-waiver-for-covid-19-vaccines/article34494164.ece
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on vaccines but also on medicines and other therapeutics and technologies related to the
treatment of COVID-19. So, the U.S. has already narrowed down the scope of the waiver
considerably by restricting it to vaccines. Medicines useful in treating COVID-19 and other
therapeutics must be also included in the waiver.

While the TRIPS waiver would lift the legal restrictions on manufacturing COVID-19 vaccines, it
would not solve the problem of the lack of access to technological ‘know-how’ related to
manufacturing COVID-19 vaccines. Waiving IP protection does not impose a legal requirement
on pharmaceutical companies to transfer or share technology. While individual countries may
adopt coercive legal measures for a forced transfer of technology, it would be too draconian and
counterproductive. Therefore, governments would have to be proactive in negotiating and
cajoling pharmaceutical companies to transfer technology using various legal and policy tools
including financial incentives.

Explained | What the easing of IP norms on Covid vaccines means for India

Finally, while a TRIPS waiver would enable countries to escape WTO obligations, it will not
change the nature of domestic IP regulations. Therefore, countries should start working towards
making suitable changes in their domestic legal framework to operationalise and enforce the
TRIPS waiver. In this regard, the Indian government should immediately put in place a team of
best IP lawyers who could study the various TRIPS waiver scenarios and accordingly
recommend the changes to be made in the Indian legal framework.

Notwithstanding the usefulness of the TRIPS waiver, it is not a magic pill. It would work well only
if countries simultaneously address the non-IP bottlenecks such as technology transfer,
production constraints, and other logistical challenges such as inadequacy of supply chains and
unavailability of raw materials to manufacture vaccines and medicines.

Prabhash Ranjan is a senior assistant professor at South Asian University’s faculty of legal
studies. The views expressed are personal
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-11

PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT TO SET NEW RULES TO
MEET FATF REQUIREMENTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations

Pakistan, keen to exit from the grey list of the FATF, is set to introduce new rules relating to anti-
money laundering cases and change the prosecution process to meet its remaining tough
conditions, a media report said on Monday.

Pakistan was put on the grey list by the Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the
global watchdog for money laundering and terror financing in June 2018 and the country has
been struggling to come out of it.

The Dawn newspaper reported that the changes being made also include the transfer of
investigations and prosecution of anti-money laundering (AML) cases from police, provincial
anti-corruption establishments (ACEs) and other similar agencies to specialised agencies.

Outstanding issues

This is part of two sets of rules, including the AML (Forfeited Properties Management) Rules
2021 and the AML (Referral) Rules 2021 under the “National Policy Statement on Follow the
Money” approved by the federal Cabinet meeting a few days ago, the report said.

These rules and related notifications for certain changes in the existing schedule of Anti-Money
Laundering Act 2010 (AMLA) would come into force immediately, to be followed by the
appointment of administrators and special public prosecutors for implementation.

Based on these measures, the FATF would conclude if Pakistan has complied with three
outstanding benchmarks, out of 27, that blocked its exit from the grey list in February this year.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-12

EVALUATE THE LADAKH CRISIS, KEEP CHINA AT BAY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

After over a year, the stand-off between Indian and Chinese troops in eastern Ladakh shows no
signs of resolution. Disengagement has stalled, China continues to reinforce its troops, and talks
have been fruitless.

More broadly, the India-China bilateral relationship has ruptured. Political relations are marked
by hostility and distrust. Reversing a long-held policy, New Delhi will no longer overlook the
problematic border dispute for the sake of a potentially lucrative wider relationship; now, as
India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar has made clear, the relationship is conditional on
quietude on the border.

Explained | The disengagement plan between India and China along the LAC

Even if — a big if — disengagement continues, the relationship will remain vulnerable to
destabilising disruptions. On the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and beyond, India’s military and
political leaders will need to learn the right lessons from Ladakh, to ensure they are better
postured to meet the challenge of Chinese coercion.

In a recent study published by the Lowy Institute — The crisis after the crisis: how Ladakh will
shape India’s competition with China — this writer has argued that the Ladakh crisis offers New
Delhi three key lessons in managing the intensifying strategic competition with China.

First, military strategies based on denial are more useful than strategies based on punishment.
The Indian military’s standing doctrine calls for deterring adversaries with the threat of massive
punitive retaliation for any aggression, capturing enemy territory as bargaining leverage in post-
war talks. But this did not deter China from launching unprecedented incursions in May 2020,
and the threat lost credibility when retaliation never materialised.

Also read | Ladakh villagers lose grazing grounds at Pangong Tso

In contrast, the Indian military’s high-water mark in the crisis was an act of denial — its
occupation of the heights on the Kailash Range on its side of the LAC in late August. This action
served to deny that key terrain to the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA), and gave the
Indian Army a stronger defensive position from which it could credibly defend a larger segment
of its front line.

A doctrinal focus on denial will give the Indian military greater capacity to thwart future land
grabs across the LAC. By bolstering India’s defensive position, rather than launching an
escalatory response, such a strategy is also more likely than punishment to preserve crisis
stability. Over time, improved denial capabilities may allow India to reduce the resource drain of
the increased militarisation of the LAC.

The second key lesson of Ladakh is that China is more likely to be deterred or coerced with the
threat of political costs, rather than material costs. Admittedly, the Chinese military’s deployment
to the LAC was also large and extremely expensive. But China’s defence budget is three to four
times larger than India’s, and its Western Theatre Command boasts over 200,000 soldiers. The
material burden of the crisis would not disrupt its existing priorities.

Also read | Chinese build-up at LAC clearly visible, says Ladakh councillor

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-disengagement-plan-between-india-and-china-along-the-lac/article33841285.ece
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/crisis-after-crisis-how-ladakh-will-shape-india-s-competition-china
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/crisis-after-crisis-how-ladakh-will-shape-india-s-competition-china
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pangong-tso-becomes-no-mans-land-for-cattle-gazers-of-chushul-says-councillor/article34295560.ece
https://chinapower.csis.org/military-spending/
https://www.ajaishukla.com/2020/07/border-dispute-china-has-over-200000.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chinese-build-up-at-lac-clearly-visible-says-ladakh-leader/article33543532.ece
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In contrast, India successfully raised the risks of the crisis for China through its threat of a
political rupture, not military punishment. A permanently hostile India or an accidental escalation
to conflict were risks that China, having achieved its tactical goals in the crisis, assessed were
an unnecessary additional burden while it was contending with the instability of its territorial
disputes and pandemic response.

The corollary lesson is that individual powers, even large powers such as India, will probably
struggle to shift Beijing’s calculus alone. To the extent that China adjusted its position in the
Ladakh crisis, it did so because it was responding to the cumulative effect of multiple pressure
points — most of which were out of India’s control. Against the rising behemoth, only
coordinated or collective action is likely to be effective.

The third lesson of Ladakh — and possibly the hardest to address — is that India should
consider accepting more risk on the LAC in exchange for long-term leverage and influence in the
Indian Ocean Region. From the perspective of long-term strategic competition, the future of the
Indian Ocean Region is more consequential and more uncertain than the Himalayan frontier.

At the land border, the difficult terrain and more even balance of military force means that each
side could only eke out minor, strategically modest gains at best. In contrast, India has
traditionally been the dominant power in the Indian Ocean Region and stands to cede significant
political influence and security if it fails to answer the dizzyingly rapid expansion of Chinese
military power.

Also read | Chinese using Indian roads to trespass, say Ladakh villagers

The Ladakh crisis, by prompting an increased militarisation of the LAC, may prompt India to
defer long-overdue military modernisation and maritime expansion into the Indian Ocean. To
keep its eyes on the prize, New Delhi will have to make tough-minded strategic trade-offs,
deliberately prioritising military modernisation and joint force projection over the ground-centric
combat arms formations required to defend territory.

This will be a politically formidable task — blood has now been spilled on the LAC, and for
domestic political reasons, India cannot be seen to be passive on the border. Rebalancing
India’s strategic priorities will require the central government, through the Chief of Defence Staff,
to issue firm strategic guidance to the military services. This response will be a test not only of
the government’s strategic sense and far-sightedness, but also of the ability of the national
security apparatus to overcome entrenched bureaucratic and organisational-cultural biases.

As these three lessons show, the future of the strategic competition is not yet written. Thus far,
India has suffered unequal strategic costs from the Ladakh crisis. Chinese troops continue to
camp on previously Indian-controlled land, and worse, India may jeopardise its long-term
leverage in the more consequential Indian Ocean Region. But if India’s leaders honestly and
critically evaluate the crisis, it may yet help to actually brace India’s long-term position against
China.

Arzan Tarapore is the South Asia Research Scholar at the Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research
Center at Stanford University, and a Senior Non-Resident Fellow at the National Bureau of
Asian Research
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-13

A HUNDRED DAYS AFTER THE COUP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

On February 1, Army trucks and tanks rolled into the streets of Naypyidaw and Yangon,
signaling the military’s overthrow of a government in which it had a sizeable share of power. The
generals felt insecure with the landslide victory of the Aung San Suu Kyi-led National League for
Democracy (NLD) in the November 2020 elections. They decided to exert full control and
terminate the experiment of transition to democracy that their wiser predecessors had initiated in
2010.

The costs of this political U-turn have been high. People clashed with police and army units
wielding batons, rubber bullets and live ammunitions. Youth, women, professional groups and
ethnic minorities rose in unison to demand the release of their elected leaders and return of
freedoms and democracy. People’s resolve surprised the military as much as the latter’s
brutality shocked the largely non-violent protesters.

In the end, unarmed demonstrators had to yield to the logic of the bullets fired. The civil
disobedience movement began to lose momentum from early April. The people paid a heavy
price: 750 were killed, thousands injured, and over 2,500 detained. One reality, however,
remained unchanged: power still flowed from the gun in Myanmar.

The Army offered a fundamentally unfair solution: the results of the 2020 elections were set
aside, new elections were promised in a year or two and so was a ‘disciplined democracy’ (in
which the military presumably would have more control).

People opposing the military initially called for the restoration of the status quo ante i.e., undo
the coup and let the newly elected parliament function, with a new NLD government. As there
were no signs of the acceptance of this demand and violence escalated, positions hardened.
The opposition then came up with a new, radical package, including rejection of the 2008
constitution, adoption of a new Federal Democracy Charter, and announcement of the ‘national
unity government’ with representation from the majority Bamar and ethnic minority communities.
The generals were not impressed.

The ASEAN group, which includes Myanmar, was deeply concerned over the coup’s adverse
impact. Its principles, credibility and much-touted but largely eroded ‘centrality’ were
endangered. Although still wedded to the concept of non-interference in internal affairs of its
member states, ASEAN followed its activist tradition to assist Myanmar in exiting from this
quagmire.

But first it had to bridge internal differences, with members like Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam
inclined to be sympathetic to the military and others like Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore
keen to mediate in the Myanmar crisis for the region’s larger good. Then, it had to navigate the
chasm within the international community. The U.S., the U.K. and the European Union zealously
advocated a policy of condemnation and strong sanctions against the military regime, while
China and Russia were determined to protect the generals from excessive censure and
opposition, on the ground that greater instability would jeopardise their interests.

Fortunately, other Asian powers, notably India and Japan, preferred to support reconciliation.
ASEAN also had to handle deftly the activism of the United Nations Secretary General whose
special envoy strove to find a role for herself, even though Naypyidaw was opposed to her
approach. ASEAN kept up consultations with her, even letting her visit Jakarta just when the



Page 52

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

momentous ASEAN summit was held on April 24 there. The summit’s ostensible agenda was a
discussion on regional developments, but the single-most important item was to devise a classic
way to defuse the crisis in Myanmar.

Two major features of the Jakarta summit outcome need to be appreciated. First, the Five-Point
Consensus has the presumed concurrence of Myanmar’s new strong man, Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing. Its contents include immediate cessation of violence; supply of humanitarian
assistance; constructive dialogue; and ASEAN’s mediation through the visit by a special envoy
of ASEAN’s Chair and the ASEAN Secretary General. Who the special envoy would be remains
unclear so far.

Second, the first part of the Chairman’s statement includes a para on the repatriation from
Bangladesh of the Rakhine state’s displaced people. This part also contains a line that “calls for
release of all political prisoners including foreigners” were “also heard”. It was evident that the
Myanmar representation had reservations on these two elements, the reason why they were
excluded from the Five-Point Consensus. The unstated message from Jakarta was that Ms. Suu
Kyi’s political role might become a casualty of an eventual settlement. She could be released
only when the situation normalises, perhaps on condition that she glides into a deserved
retirement.

Critics in Myanmar underplayed the likely impact of the Jakarta agreement, with the key
opposition leader, Dr Sasa, stressing that there would be no dialogue with the junta unless it
agreed to the conditions put forward earlier, including the release of political prisoners. ASEAN
has created a rare pathway to help Myanmar move forward. However, the road ahead promises
to be difficult. The opposition in Myanmar would need to internalise the utility of a helping hand
extended by the region. The military is perhaps grateful for the honourable opportunity to climb
off the tiger it unwittingly rode on February 1. But it seems in no hurry to talk to the Opposition.

International reactions to the Jakarta summit outcome have largely been positive. The UN and
other global stakeholders appreciate Southeast Asia’s willingness to resolve its problems in its
‘family way’. As a neighbour with vital stakes, India welcomed the ASEAN initiative. New Delhi
should unreservedly back ASEAN’s endeavours, helping it blossom further by extending
requisite support to Jakarta and other capitals.

Myanmar’s leaders should work for a lasting reconciliation, deriving inspiration from Lord
Buddha’s ‘Middle Path’. A nation often let down by its leaders, Myanmar deserves a better
future.

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former Ambassador to Myanmar
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-05-14

IST BRICS EMPLOYMENT WORKING GROUP (EWG)
MEETING AMONGST BRICS COUNTRIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment chaired the 1st BRICS Employment
Working Group (EWG) Meeting held on 11-12 May 2021 in Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, New Delhi
in virtual format. India has assumed BRICS Presidency this year. The prime agenda for the
discussions were Promoting Social Security Agreements amongst BRICS Nations, Formalization
of labour markets, Participation of women in labour force and Gig and platform workers – Role in
labour market.

 

  

 

Apart from representatives of member nations i.e Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa,
the representatives of International Labour Organization (ILO) and International Social Security
Agency (ISSA) also made valuable interventions and suggestions on the agenda issues. The
Indian delegations were represented by Mrs. Anuradha Prasad, Special Secretary, Shri R.K
Gupta, Joint Secretary, Shri Ajay Tewari, JS & DGLW, Ms. Kalpana Rajsinghot, Joint Secretary
and Shri Rupesh Kumar Thakur, Director from Ministry of Labour and Employment.

 

On the issue of Social Security Agreement (SSA), the Member Nations resolved to enter into
dialogue and discussion with each other and take it forward towards signing of the agreements,
while the ISSA and ILO on their part, expressed willingness to provide technical support in
facilitating conclusion of such agreements. Member Nations also converged on devising
multilateral framework for the same on a later stage. Social Security Agreement would help the
international workers to port their benefit to their home countries thereby preventing loss of their
hard earned money. Further they will be exempted from contributing both in home as well as
host countries.

 

On the issue of formalization of labour market, Member Nations discussed various initiatives
taken by them towards formalization of jobs and how Covid-19 has enhanced informalization
risk.
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On participation of women in the labour force, the member countries resolved to promote
participation of women in remunerative, productive and decent work and to extend social
security cover to the women workers engaged in informal sector. Impact of Covid-19 on
participation of women in labour force was also discussed.

 

On the issue of Gig and Platform workers and their role in labour market, the member nations
discussed how the proliferation of Digital Labour Platforms is transforming the labour processes
in the world of work. Challenges faced by them and various measures being taken by member
nations including extension of social protection system were also discussed.

 

The discussion took place in an extremely candid atmosphere and in seamless manner, where
the Member Nations and International Organizations shared not only their initiatives and best
practices, but also their concerns and challenges.

 

******

MS/jk

Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment chaired the 1st BRICS Employment
Working Group (EWG) Meeting held on 11-12 May 2021 in Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, New Delhi
in virtual format. India has assumed BRICS Presidency this year. The prime agenda for the
discussions were Promoting Social Security Agreements amongst BRICS Nations, Formalization
of labour markets, Participation of women in labour force and Gig and platform workers – Role in
labour market.

 

  

 

Apart from representatives of member nations i.e Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa,
the representatives of International Labour Organization (ILO) and International Social Security
Agency (ISSA) also made valuable interventions and suggestions on the agenda issues. The
Indian delegations were represented by Mrs. Anuradha Prasad, Special Secretary, Shri R.K
Gupta, Joint Secretary, Shri Ajay Tewari, JS & DGLW, Ms. Kalpana Rajsinghot, Joint Secretary
and Shri Rupesh Kumar Thakur, Director from Ministry of Labour and Employment.
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On the issue of Social Security Agreement (SSA), the Member Nations resolved to enter into
dialogue and discussion with each other and take it forward towards signing of the agreements,
while the ISSA and ILO on their part, expressed willingness to provide technical support in
facilitating conclusion of such agreements. Member Nations also converged on devising
multilateral framework for the same on a later stage. Social Security Agreement would help the
international workers to port their benefit to their home countries thereby preventing loss of their
hard earned money. Further they will be exempted from contributing both in home as well as
host countries.

 

On the issue of formalization of labour market, Member Nations discussed various initiatives
taken by them towards formalization of jobs and how Covid-19 has enhanced informalization
risk.

 

On participation of women in the labour force, the member countries resolved to promote
participation of women in remunerative, productive and decent work and to extend social
security cover to the women workers engaged in informal sector. Impact of Covid-19 on
participation of women in labour force was also discussed.

 

On the issue of Gig and Platform workers and their role in labour market, the member nations
discussed how the proliferation of Digital Labour Platforms is transforming the labour processes
in the world of work. Challenges faced by them and various measures being taken by member
nations including extension of social protection system were also discussed.

 

The discussion took place in an extremely candid atmosphere and in seamless manner, where
the Member Nations and International Organizations shared not only their initiatives and best
practices, but also their concerns and challenges.

 

******
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-17

THE ROAD FROM LADAKH IS PAVED WITH
DISRUPTIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

It has been a year since the news of tensions between Indian and Chinese troops on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh first broke. Dismissed as a “routine” event in the first few weeks
by officials, the truth about the extent of Chinese ingress could no longer be hidden when India
lost 20 soldiers in a violent clash with soldiers of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in mid-
June. As has been evident from commercial satellite imagery, sparse official statements and a
few interviews, the crisis eventually involved seven places: Depsang plains, Galwan, Gogra, Hot
Springs, North bank of Pangong Tso, Kailash range and Demchok.

The situation at Galwan was resolved a few weeks after the deadly clash, and the two sides
disengaged from the face-off site. The Indian Army had occupied certain heights on the Kailash
range in end-August, where it was in an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation with the Chinese. In
February this year, the two sides agreed to disengage from this location and from the north bank
of Pangong Tso. This was announced by India’s Defence Minister in Parliament, where he also
said that the two armies will convene the next meeting of the senior commanders within 48
hours after the complete disengagement in the Pangong lake area “to address and resolve all
other remaining issues”. The last such meeting of commanders was held on April 9, but the
Chinese have refused to even discuss the remaining issues.

Evaluate the Ladakh crisis, keep China at bay

Such an outcome was not entirely unexpected. It was written in this newspaper (Looking after
the Ladakh walkback, February 17, 2021) that India had lost its only leverage on the Kailash
range for the sake of disengagement on the north bank. This happened after India reversed its
position of simultaneously resolving all the flashpoints in Ladakh rather than deal with them
piecemeal. India’s military rationale was evident: with soldiers and tanks of the two armies barely
a few metres apart, the situation was explosive and could escalate into a major crisis with a
minor incident or accident. It was also clear that by restricting itself to its own side of the LAC on
the Kailash range, India had not taken control of the more dominating peaks like the Black Top
and had a weak hand to play with. Politically, the Narendra Modi government seemed keen to
announce a closure of the border crisis by creating the impression of an honourable solution
against a major power.

Three months later, no such closure is in sight. With the PLA troops denying India access to
territories it controlled by patrolling, the government’s avowed aim of restoring the status quo
ante as of April 2020 remains unfulfilled. Even on the north bank of Pangong, a new status quo
has been created where the patrolling rights are yet to be restored. Similarly, the Kailash range
has seen neither de-escalation nor de-induction so far.

In each statement, both India and China reiterate the need “to ensure peace and tranquillity” in
border areas. Even if there have been no further deaths after June and no firing after early
September, the peace on the border is both unstable and unsustainable. Ongoing tensions, with
massive deployments on each side, belie any hope of tranquillity. That the security
establishment in New Delhi is cognisant of the volatility and risk can be gauged from the fact that
the Indian Army has undertaken a major reorientation of its units and formations towards the
China border.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/looking-ahead-after-the-ladakh-walk-back/article33854596.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/looking-ahead-after-the-ladakh-walk-back/article33854596.ece
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Explained | The disengagement plan between India and China along the LAC

Even as the situation on the border poses a tricky challenge for India, its geopolitical concerns
have been exacerbated by the devastation caused by the mismanagement of COVID-19.
Through its ‘Vaccine Maitri’ programme, New Delhi was presenting itself as a better alternative
to Beijing’s vaccine diplomacy, particularly in South Asia. Shaken by scenes of massive
suffering and public criticism, the Modi government has backtracked on existing contractual
commitments to supply vaccines to its friendly neighbours. Countries such as Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka have started procuring vaccines from China, further casting doubts on India’s reliability
as a partner and raising questions about its ability to act as a counter to China. Sensing the
opportunity, Beijing also moved in quickly, organising a meeting with all South Asian countries
except India, ostensibly to deal with the pandemic.

New Delhi was also the lynchpin of the Quad’s pledge to deliver a billion doses of COVID-19
vaccine throughout the Indo-Pacific by the end of 2022, an effort focused on countering Chinese
influence in the region. With India now trying to import vaccines for its own population and
reneging on its commitments to other poor countries under GAVI’s COVAX scheme, the
proposal now seems to be on a weak footing. The abysmal failure of the Modi government to
anticipate and deal with a public health crisis has diminished India’s aura as an emergent power.
A Prime Minister tom-tomming the mantra of ‘Atmanirbharata’ or self-reliance has been forced to
reverse a 16-year-old policy to accept global aid has laid bare India’s vulnerabilities, further
reducing its standing as the Quad’s anchor.

A weaker India is not only less attractive as a partner globally, it makes New Delhi more
dependent on the United States to deal with China. That India has been acting at the behest of
the U.S. has been one of China’s presumptions and this would only confirm Beijing’s worst
fears. It would further strain India-China ties, directly linking them to the vagaries of the China-
U.S. relationship. The hypothesis that India can safeguard its land borders by strengthening its
oceanic prowess could then be put to test, a scenario New Delhi wants to avoid at all costs.

Also read | Ladakh villagers lose grazing grounds at Pangong Tso

Meanwhile, the threat of a two-front collusive threat after the Ladakh crisis forced the Modi
government to seek peace with Pakistan. The back channel talks, facilitated by the United Arab
Emirates, led to the announcement of the ceasefire on the Line of Control which has held so far.
But there have been contradictory voices emerging from Islamabad and the process seems to
be floundering, as Pakistan awaits the steps on Kashmir promised by the Modi government. No
political environment has been created in India for any such step so far.

New Delhi’s preoccupation with the pandemic may brook a delay of few weeks but fears of
failure, a routine happening in India-Pakistan engagements, loom large. It is hard to predict the
Pakistani course of action hence, but if the past is an experience to go by, it has usually been
spiteful, reckless and dangerous, especially when India is seen as weak. Coupled with the
imminent American military withdrawal from Afghanistan and a win for the Taliban, the signs are
ominous. An assertive China and a vengeful Pakistan acting in concert on the land borders is
India’s military nightmare, which New Delhi will have to avoid at all costs.

Meanwhile, Beijing has made certain significant moves towards New Delhi in the recent days.
China’s President Xi Jinping sent a message to Mr. Modi to convey sympathy and express
condolences over the pandemic, which was the first communication between the two since the
border crisis began last year. The Chinese Foreign Minister spoke to his Indian counterpart
twice and offered help to deal with the pandemic, which led to an early clearance and approval
of cargo flights from China. The Chinese Ambassador to India has been highlighting the supplies

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-disengagement-plan-between-india-and-china-along-the-lac/article33841285.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pangong-tso-becomes-no-mans-land-for-cattle-gazers-of-chushul-says-councillor/article34295560.ece
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and the material being sent to India.

Also read | Chinese build-up at LAC clearly visible, says Ladakh councillor

Beijing’s efforts have been largely confined to private companies and donations from the Red
Cross and Red Crescent societies, unlike other countries which have pledged government help
to India. Curiously, much of the Chinese media ambiguously frames it as Chinese aid, while
India explicitly avoids that framing and lays stress on the point that these are largely commercial
contracts between private companies. Even if the Chinese intent is to project itself on a par with
other global powers providing relief and aid to India, the fact remains that India is heavily
dependent on China for crucial medical supplies. State-owned Sichuan Airlines had suspended
cargo flights to India for 15 days beginning last month, but the supply chains have since been
kept open by Beijing. This is in tune with the Indian demand from Beijing that the supply chain
should remain open but the other demand to ensure stable product prices has not been met.

If the recent weeks during the pandemic provided an opportunity for the two Asian giants to work
together, that hope has been lost as both governments have focused on point scoring. That
reflects the broader state of bilateral ties, but is also a fundamental difference emanating from
the ongoing border crisis. As the talks between India and China have floundered, New Delhi has
taken a position that the border issue is central to the bilateral relationship. This runs contrary to
Beijing’s argument that the boundary question cannot be seen as the whole of the bilateral
relationship. In an ideal world, New Delhi can hope for a settlement that delineates and
demarcates the LAC in some form but Beijing has ruled out any such proposal. With soldiers of
both armies facing each other in Ladakh and a lack of trust between the two countries as the two
governments talk past each other in a period of geopolitical churn, it is clear that the China-India
bilateral relationship is moving into a zone of increasing disruptions, and attendant risks of
conflagration on the disputed border.

Sushant Singh is a Senior Fellow with the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-05-17

WHY ISN’T THE US SHARING ITS EXTRA VACCINE
DOSES WITH INDIA?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

America led the world in buying up the messenger RNA vaccines that have proven most
effective against Covid-19

Why isn’t the U.S. sharing its extra vaccine doses with the rest of the world? 

America led the world in buying up the messenger RNA vaccines that have proven most
effective against Covid-19. It’s now starting to lead the world in not using them. 

Across the U.S., there are more than 27 million unused Moderna Inc. doses and 35 million from
Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE, according to data compiled by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. That’s led to calls by prominent public health voices to pack America’s surplus
in dry ice and ship it to places like India, where the outbreak is still raging.

“You're seeing supply exceed demand here and you just know there are excess doses,’’ said
Monica Gandhi, a physician and professor of medicine at the University of California, San
Francisco, who authored a letter with more than two dozen colleagues calling on the U.S. to ship
spare Moderna doses to India. 

As American vaccinations slow and doses accumulate, the U.S. is at a health, ethical and
diplomatic crossroads. China is exporting more doses than any other country, lifting its
international profile and adding to its influence. Should the U.S. continue to buy and distribute
millions of mRNA vaccines a week, targeting them at people who are in no hurry to be
vaccinated or who are lower-risk? Or should it pare back its orders and free up drugmakers to
send more doses to other countries in need?

Press Harder

While it might seem simple to box up the spares and send them out, the reality is far more
complex. There is no stockpile of tens of millions of Moderna doses in a warehouse, ready to
go. Most unused U.S. doses are scattered across tens of thousands of locations: state facilities,
local pharmacies, vaccination sites and other locations. Gathering and sending them out of the
country would be unmanageable, and undercut the U.S. domestic effort.

Pfizer is already sending some shots manufactured in the U.S. overseas. And there may be
millions more unused doses from Johnson & Johnson and AstraZeneca Plc available to send
out in the coming weeks or months; the exact date is unknown. 

But with the Biden administration rolling back pandemic guidelines on masking, in part to get
vaccine fence-sitters to roll up their sleeves, there’s little indication the U.S. strategy of ensuring
more-than-ample supply at home will change any time soon. 

“When you’re winning, you press harder," Andy Slavitt, the senior adviser to the White House’s
Covid Response Team, told reporters this week. The U.S. goal continues to be vaccination of
70% of adults before July 4, he said. 

Vaccines of Choice
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The two-dose mRNA vaccines have shown the highest efficacy rates of those cleared for use
around the globe. They are also the most challenging to store and ship, and have been bought
up primarily by wealthier countries. They’ve become the vaccines of choice for Americans,
because of their availability and their perceived superiority.

Pfizer’s shots have also been cleared for people ages 12 to 15, making them critical to
the domestic effort to vaccinate teens. It may soon be authorized for even younger children, who
are at relatively low risk from Covid, reducing what’s available for more defenseless populations
abroad. 

“If we were truly interested in taking an ethical approach to vaccination, we would have
vaccinated the most vulnerable people wherever they live, but that's not the political reality," said
Richard Besser, a pediatrician and former acting director for the CDC. “Each country is focused
on protecting its own," and that means turning to American children first, said Besser, who’s now
CEO of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.

To understand how many extra shots the U.S. actually has, it’s necessary to understand how
its vaccine supply chain actually works. 

Moderna’s shipments are overseen by the federal government. When the company finishes
making doses, it gives possession to distributor McKesson Corp., which stores them and sends
them on to vaccination sites. 

As of April 12, Moderna had handed over 117 million doses. It’s producing 40 million to 50
million doses a month, which means that as of this week, it’s delivered about 157 million to 167
million. About 140 million of those doses have already been shipped out to vaccine locations
and states, according to the CDC.

If another 10 million are on order or in transit — about what ships each week — that leaves just
7 million to 17 million doses that haven't been sent around the country already to vaccine sites.
The government contract with Moderna also says that the government may not use or authorize
use of its vaccine order “unless such use occurs in the United States and is protected from
liability under a declaration issued under the Public Readiness and Emergency.’’ Biden would
have to strike a deal with Moderna or find a way around that clause to share his doses.

McKesson declined to comment, and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services didn’t
respond to an email seeking comment. A person familiar with the company’s efforts described
the production estimates as in-line.

Pfizer, the only other U.S. manufacturer of mRNA vaccines, controls its own distribution. The
company is committed to delivering 220 million doses to the U.S. by the end of May. More than
170 million doses have already been dispatched, and the drugmaker is producing more than the
U.S. orders each week. 

That excess, according to a person familiar with the matter, is already being sold abroad, mostly
in North and South America, including to hard-hit places like Brazil. Canada, Mexico and
Uruguay have all said they’re receiving Pfizer doses. 

As its manufacturing capacity grows, Pfizer plans to sell even more doses overseas, Chief
Executive Officer Albert Bourla has said. Because of the way the company’s deal with the U.S.
is structured, it doesn’t need permission to do so after meeting its domestic obligations. This
path, manufacturing more doses than needed in the U.S., is almost certainly the road to getting
more mRNA vaccines abroad. 
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Donation Stopgap

Unfortunately, even if unused U.S. inoculations were sent abroad, they would likely make barely
a dent in the need. The globe needs billions of vaccines, not millions, and the places that are in
crisis now may burn through their outbreaks before help could arrive.

“The donation piece is in many ways a stopgap," said Mitchell Warren, executive director of
AVAC: Global Advocacy for HIV Prevention, who also signed onto the letter urging the sharing
of Moderna doses. “This would be an initial supply to get emergency relief underway. It’s barely
a Band-Aid, but as we understand it, it’s product that’s available and it could be deployed for
good."

The next several weeks will be telling in terms of U.S. needs — and what could be available for
export. Many states have freshened their campaigns with incentives like cash lotteries for people
who haven’t yet gotten shots. Colorado has requested the maximum number of doses every
week, according to the state health department. Its pace of vaccinations has remained relatively
steady at about 50,000 doses a day, according to the Bloomberg Vaccine Tracker. 

Other states are paring down. After peaking at almost 600,000 doses at its peak in April, Illinois’
most recent request was just 8,510, according to the state. It’s also sending unused doses to
areas where local demand is higher. 

The Biden administration has said that over the next months it will send out approximately 60
million AstraZeneca doses that haven’t been cleared for U.S. use. There are also tens of millions
of J&J vaccines that may become available, likely as the American campaign winds down. 

Those are the vaccines the U.S. doesn’t need or want. But they are likely what it will give. 

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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WALK THE TALK ON TRIPS WAIVER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Member countries of the World Trade Organization (WTO) are under an obligation to ensure that
their domestic intellectual property rights (IPR) laws conform to the requirements of the Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement. When the pandemic hit the
globe, India and South Africa piloted the proposal to waive key provisions of the TRIPS
agreement on COVID-19 vaccines, drugs, therapeutics, and related technologies. The core idea
is that IPRs such as patents should not become barriers in scaling up production of medical
products essential to combat COVID-19. The TRIPS waiver proposal, now backed by the U.S.,
is essential because it would give immunity to member countries from a legal challenge at the
WTO if their domestic IPR laws suspend or do not enforce IP protection on COVID-19 medical
products.

It is uncertain when the TRIPS waiver would be adopted, or what conditions it would be
subjected to. Meanwhile, nothing stops India from using the existing flexibilities under the
Patents Act of 1970, such as compulsory licences, which are consistent with the TRIPS
agreement, to increase the supply of COVID-19 medical products. While issuing compulsory
licences for COVID-19 vaccines in the absence of technology transfer is easier said than done,
they can be used to augment the supply of drugs and other therapeutics. For instance, Natco,
an Indian pharmaceutical company, has requested a compulsory licence under Section 92 of the
Patents Act for Baricitinib, a COVID-19 drug. Incyte Holdings Corporation owns the patent for
Baricitinib with a licence to Eli Lilly, an American drug company. Likewise, there are demands
that compulsory licences be issued for drugs such as Remdesivir to augment supply. Natco’s
application demonstrates that the option of issuing compulsory licences is available to the
government. However, despite the nudging by the judiciary and others, the government
inexplicably hasn’t made use of compulsory licences in the pandemic. This is ironic because
India has historically played a leading role in mainstreaming TRIPS flexibilities like the
compulsory licence at the WTO.

To make matters worse, the Central government, in an affidavit filed before the Supreme Court a
few days ago, suggests that issuance of compulsory licences will not be effective. Specifically,
the affidavit states that the main constraint in boosting the production of drugs like Remdesivir is
the unavailability of raw materials and essential inputs. If that is the real bottleneck, and not IPR-
related legal hurdles, why is India pushing for a TRIPS waiver at the WTO? After all, the TRIPS
waiver is about overcoming legal impediments, not about addressing supply-side bottlenecks.
The affidavit further states, “it is presumptuous to assume that the patent holder will not agree to
more voluntary licences”. Thus, the government believes that voluntary licences, not compulsory
licences, are the way forward to address shortage of COVID-19 medical products. Interestingly,
those who oppose the TRIPS waiver at the WTO advance the same argument.

The first step in advocating for the removal of IPR-related impediments at the WTO is to make
use of the existing lawful means, even if insufficient, to lift the obstacles that come in the way of
manufacturing patented products domestically. Therefore, the government’s stand before the
Supreme Court is not only contradictory with India’s position at the WTO but also severely
undermines it. This would make the TRIPS waiver negotiations arduous. To make its TRIPS
waiver stand convincing, the government needs to make aggressive use of Sections 92 and 100
of the Patents Act to license all patents necessary to make COVID-19 medical products, without
waiting for a private party to apply for a licence. An assertive posture on compulsory licences
would also have the advantage of forcing several pharmaceutical companies to offer licences
voluntarily.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-south-africa-ask-wto-to-ease-ip-rules-for-covid-19/article32759681.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-trips-waiver-is-useful-but-not-a-magic-pill/article34522578.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-trips-waiver-is-useful-but-not-a-magic-pill/article34522578.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
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https://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/31bis_trips_01_e.htm
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India’s development of Covaxin is a spectacular scientific achievement. Given the involvement
of taxpayers’ money in the development of Covaxin, the government has a stake in its IPR.
Thus, the government should not only transfer Covaxin’s technology to domestic pharmaceutical
companies, to boost national supplies, but also offer it to foreign corporations. By unlocking its
vaccine technical know-how to the world, India would demonstrate its resolve to walk the talk on
the TRIPS waiver. Licensing Covaxin widely would enable India to live up to its reputation of
being the ‘pharmacy of the world’ and also put pressure on developed countries to transfer their
vaccine technology to developing countries. India must take a consistent stand on IPRs on
COVID-19 medical products internationally and domestically.

Prabhash Ranjan is a Senior Assistant Professor at South Asian University’s Faculty of Legal
Studies. Views are personal
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SRI LANKA’S CHINA-BACKED TAX HAVEN CLEARS
FINAL HURDLE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Go ahead:The Port City is the largest single foreign investment in Sri Lanka .AFP  

A Chinese-funded tax-free enclave billed as Sri Lanka’s answer to Dubai and Singapore cleared
the final legal hurdle on Tuesday as the Supreme Court in Colombo ruled it could go ahead with
only minor tweaks.

The largest single foreign investment in Sri Lanka is one of several massive Asian infrastructure
projects funded by China as Beijing increases its regional footprint.

Sri Lanka’s top court rejected 19 petitions challenging the “Colombo Port City Economic
Commission” Bill and approved the $1.4-billion project subject to minor amendments which the
government immediately said it accepted. Project officials have said they hope the brand new
“Port City”, an area of reclaimed land, will attract billions of dollars for trade, banking and
offshore services similar to what is available in Dubai and Singapore, two of its potential
competitors.

Named the “Colombo Port City” because of its proximity to Colombo’s main harbour, the sea
reclamation — carried out with considerable Chinese labour — completed in 2019 has doubled
the size of Colombo’s financial district by adding 269 hectares.

Under the proposed legislation expected to be passed by Parliament, the Port City will be
administered by a commission with unprecedented powers to fast track investment approvals. ll
transactions within the Port City will be denominated in foreign currency and all salaries earned
by any worker will be tax-exempt.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 65

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-19

ENGAGE WITH U.S. PROGRESSIVES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

It is tempting to surmise the shift in the U.S.’s approach on providing COVID-19-related aid to
India as well as on the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) waiver on
COVID-19 vaccines, drugs, therapeutics, and related technologies as being driven by the
Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership with New Delhi. But it is more than just that. The
development was a result of the determined push by some sections of the political and business
class, civil society, and Indian Americans. Besides them, the progressives in the Democratic
Party made a big difference.

President Joe Biden called Prime Minister Narendra Modi in late April expressing the U.S.’s
determination to be with India in its most difficult hour. To reduce the negative perception over
Vice President Kamala Harris’ tepid response to the crisis in India, the administration arranged
for her to address a diaspora event where she brought up her Indian roots and lamented over
the deteriorating situation in the country.

The responses by these top leaders to assuage the Indians and Indian Americans came at a
time when a section was seeking to underscore New Delhi’s past folly of banking on Washington
in times of need.

Among the progressives who urged the President to act soon were Congresswoman Pramila
Jayapal, Chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, and Congressman Rohit ‘Ro’ Khanna,
the Democratic vice chair of the Congressional India Caucus.

Incidentally, while Ms. Jayapal’s comments on human rights violations in Jammu and Kashmir
annoyed New Delhi earlier, Mr. Khanna urged the Indian government to maintain democratic
norms and allow peaceful protests by farmers, at a meeting of the leadership of the India
Caucus with Indian Ambassador to the U.S., Taranjit Singh Sandhu. Irrespective of these
positions, the progressives saw the aid and TRIPS waiver through a different prism.

To contextualise the role of progressives, days ahead of the May 5 decision of the Biden
administration on the TRIPS waiver, 110 members of the U.S. Congress wrote to President
Biden urging him to support the waiver. The signatories included Ms. Jayapal, Mr. Khanna, and
Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi who represents Illinois. At the same time, Senator Bernie
Sanders and nine other Senators made a similar plea to the White House. Thus, the Biden
administration’s decision on the waiver and the vaccines, characterised as courageous by many,
was a result of the push by the progressives.

Joining in this effort, the co-chair of the Congressional India Caucus, Brad Sherman, and over
50 colleagues wrote last week to President Biden seeking supply of specific items amid concern
that as long the virus persists in India “there is the potential for additional variants that could
pose a threat to a vaccinated America”. The overall approach is to work with India in its battle
against the second wave and prepare for subsequent ones.

The outreach by Mr. Sandhu and his South African counterpart to members of the U.S.
Congress on the waiver notwithstanding, it is evident that the progressives have a grip on
policymaking. Its members’ pronouncements on other issues that India finds unpalatable could
happen again. But India will have to remain engaged with this section instead of offering a cold
shoulder as it did in the recent past. As the adage goes, all politics is local.
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K.V. Prasad is a journalist and former Fulbright-APSA Fellow with the U.S. Congress
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A THAW IN INDIA-PAKISTAN TRADE RELATIONS?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The rejection by the Pakistan government of the recent proposal made to it by the Economic
Coordination Committee (ECC) to import sugar, cotton and cotton yarn from India was
disappointing, but at the same time indicative of a possibility of resumption of trade relations
between the two countries. In 2019, India and Pakistan undertook trade-restrictive measures
against each other, which were perhaps the most severe in several decades. After the Pulwama
terror attack in Kashmir in February 2019 and cross-border air strikes, India withdrew the Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) status of Pakistan and imposed a customs duty hike of 200% on
imports. Later, when India revoked the autonomy of Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan suspended
bilateral trade.

Explaining Pakistan’s flip-flop on trade with India

Despite the trade ban setback, the Indo-Pak history suggests that there are reasons for having
cautious optimism towards reviving the trade dialogue. Even though trade curbs have been
applied several times in the past, such measures have been reversed to create a trade
enhancing environment. Most notable is the protocol on resumption of trade in 1974 after a
hiatus of nine years following the India-Pakistan war in 1965. The two countries agreed to trade
in a list of items, including essential agricultural commodities, which could stabilise domestic
prices and take care of seasonal shortages and food security in the home country. Both
countries worked on positive lists for some years, which expanded over the years.

Also read | Pakistan’s textile industry upset as govt. rejects cotton import proposal from India

We can see parallels emerging in the current context. Within a month of suspending bilateral
trade with India, the Pakistan government lifted the ban on the import of medicines and raw
material from India to avert any crises and ensure that there is no shortage of essential drugs. A
year and a half later, there is a demand for the inclusion of three more items, namely sugar,
cotton and yarn. A deeper examination of the trade measures and data indicate that there is
more concrete evidence of trade between the two countries even after the imposition of
restrictions. A key difference between India and Pakistan is that while India imposed a 200%
import duty and no ban on export, Pakistan banned both export and import. Hence, Indian trade
data are likely to reflect trends better. Not only has trade been recorded in the first eleven
months of the financial year 2020-21, but a sizeable number of items have been traded between
the two countries. During 2020-21 (April-February), the recorded bilateral trade was $280
million, of which India’s exports to Pakistan were $278 million and imports were $2 million.
Nearly 77% of India’s exports comprised vaccines, pharmaceutical products and products of
chemical and allied industries. Interestingly, despite the trade ban, sugar was already being
exported to Pakistan and was the second most important item, accounting for 15% of India’s
total exports. Dates were the most important item being imported from Pakistan, accounting for
31% of total imports, followed by ethyl alcohol, which accounted for 17% of total imports.

While the overall value of trade with Pakistan may not be significant, the number of items traded
certainly is. A closer look at the trade data reveals that India exported 357 products (at HS-6
digit level classification) to Pakistan and imported 25 products from the country. This is despite
the complete ban on trade by Pakistan on both exports and imports. Thus, even under restrictive
trade conditions, there are interdependencies between India and Pakistan.

The trade measures impacted several important domestic and export industries, even though

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pakistan-defers-decision-to-import-sugar-cotton-from-india/article34215698.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/pakistan-lifts-ban-on-indian-cotton-sugar-as-prices-rise-tensions-ease/article34206468.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/pakistans-textile-industry-upset-as-govt-rejects-cotton-import-proposal-from-india/article34223445.ece
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the volume of trade was small at $2.56 billion in 2018-19. Governments of both countries need
to recognise that there are significant costs of non-cooperation. Restrictions also shift trade to
informal channels, which have functioned for decades and are a ready option for traders from
both countries. Initiating a positive list for trade is the right move towards normalisation. The
recent data provide an indicative list of products that can be included. Business organisations
and chambers of commerce can play an important role in creating a strong lobby that could build
momentum in opening channels and influence the shaping of the India-Pakistan trade policy.

Nisha Taneja is Professor at the Indian Council for Research on International Economic
Relations, New Delhi. Samridhi Bimal is an Independent Consultant
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BALANCING ACT: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA’S
STAND IN ISRAEL-PALESTINE CONFLICT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

At the open UN Security Council session on Sunday on the Gaza conflict, India, a non-
permanent member, attempted a delicate balancing act by reaffirming its traditional support for
the Palestine cause without abandoning its new friend Israel. T.S. Tirumurti, India’s Permanent
Representative at the UN, expressed concern over the violence in Jerusalem and the “possible
eviction process” of Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah and warned against “attempts to
unilaterally change the status quo” in Jerusalem. He also reiterated India’s “strong support for
the just Palestinian cause and its unwavering commitment to the two-state solution”. But India
was careful not to upset Israel’s sensitivities. There is a direct condemnation of the rocket
attacks from Gaza but no direct reference to the disproportionate bombing Israel has been
carrying out on the impoverished Gaza Strip since May 10. India also did not make any
reference to the status of Jerusalem or the future borders of the two states, in line with a recent
change in its policy. Until 2017, the Indian position was that it supported the creation of an
independent, sovereign Palestine state based on the 1967 border and with East Jerusalem as
its capital that lives alongside Israel. The balancing did not appear to have gone down well with
the Israeli side. When Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who has a good rapport with
Narendra Modi, thanked 25 countries that he said stood with Israel, there was no reference to
India.

For India, which voted against the creation of Israel in historic Palestine in 1947 in the UN
General Assembly, ties with Israel have transformed since the early 1990s. In 2017, Mr. Modi
became the first Indian PM to visit Israel and Mr. Netanyahu travelled to India in 2018. While
Israel ties are on a strong footing, India cannot ignore the Palestinians for historic, moral, legal
and realist reasons. Historically, India, which went through the horrors of 1947, opposed the
partition of Palestine. Throughout the Cold War, it remained a strong supporter of Palestinian
freedom, taking a moral and legal position against the Israeli occupation, in line with
international laws and norms. It established full diplomatic relations with Israel in 1992, in the
context of improving Israel-Palestine ties after the Madrid Conference and the changes in the
global order following the disintegration of the Soviet Union, but never abandoned the
Palestinians. India’s Palestine policy had realist underpinnings too. India has been energy
dependent on the Arab world. It cannot alienate the Arab voices or be isolated in the General
Assembly, where most member-countries oppose the occupation. These factors should have
driven India to take a more emphatic position against both the indiscriminate rocket attacks into
Israel, in which 12 people were killed, and the disproportionate bombing of Gaza, which has
claimed at least 230 lives, including over 60 children.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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BRICS COUNTRIES UNDERLINE IMPORTANCE OF
ENHANCING COLLABORATION AMONG
ASTRONOMERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

Delegates from BRICS nations highlighted the importance of enhancing collaboration among
astronomers from the countries at the seventh meeting of the BRICS Astronomy Working Group
Meeting.

Under the Science, Technology, and Innovation track of the BRICS 2021 calendar, India hosted
the seventh meeting of BRICS Astronomy Working Group (BAWG) meeting of Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa, as well as astronomers from these countries in online mode from
19 to 20th May 2021.

From the Indian side, the Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA),
Pune, and Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India coordinated
the meeting. It witnessed participation of all five BRICS countries with more than 50 participants,
including researchers, academicians, and government officials.

The delegates deliberated on strategic and operational matters and recommended the
networking of existing Telescopes in BRICS countries and create regional Data Network. They
agreed to develop flagship project in this area. The members of the working group also indicated
future directions of research in this area such as building network of intelligent telescope and
data network, study of transient astronomical phenomena in universe, big data, artificial
intelligence, machine learning application to process the voluminous data generated now a days
due to enhance multi-wavelength telescope observatory.

The BAWG which provides a platform for BRICS member countries to collaborate in the field of
astronomy recommended that the focal points in each country should present the scientific
results of the work being carried out in each country.  This will help seek funding support to
realize the flagship project whenever funding opportunity announced by BRICS funding
agencies. BAWG noted the importance of enhancing collaboration among astronomers from the
BRICS countries.

Shri S. K. Varshney, Scientist G & Head international Cooperation presented India (DST)
perspectives and lead scientific researchers from each BRICS country presented their country
report highlighting research activities and research infrastructure they have created.

The key scientific institutions which participated from BRICS countries included Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research Mumbai, Indian Institute of Astrophysics, Bangalore, National Center for
Radio Astrophysics Pune, Delhi University from India; National Laboratory on Astrophysics; 
Brazilian Center for Research in Physics, National Institute for Space Research from Brazil; the
Institute of astronomy of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia; National Astronomical
Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China; the African Astronomical Society, South
Africa.

India has assumed the BRICS Presidency from January 2021, about 100 events, including
Ministerial level meetings, Senior Official meetings, and sectorial meetings/conferences, will be
organized as part of BRICS 2021 Calendar.
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Institute of astronomy of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia; National Astronomical
Observatories, Chinese Academy of Sciences, China; the African Astronomical Society, South
Africa.

India has assumed the BRICS Presidency from January 2021, about 100 events, including
Ministerial level meetings, Senior Official meetings, and sectorial meetings/conferences, will be
organized as part of BRICS 2021 Calendar.
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POST-COUP MYANMAR AND INDIA’S RESPONSE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

More from the author

The February 1 military coup in Myanmar is now over 100 days old but the countrywide civil
disobedience movement against it has not dissipated. The military or the Tatmadaw declared a
one-year state of Emergency, established a new State Administrative Council (SAC) and placed
the National League for Democracy (NLD) leadership - including State Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, President Win Myint and others, under detention.

The military staged the coup on the day a new Parliament was to meet, in the aftermath of the
November 2020 elections. Daw Aung Suu Kyi’s NLD won 396 of the 476 (contested)
parliamentary seats in those elections. The army’s party, the Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP), did poorly securing only 33 seats. The military refused to accept the results.
Although a large number of ethnic minority voters were excluded, independent election
observers found no evidence of systematic irregularities.

The February 2021 coup led by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing is the third in Myanmar’s
history. The other two were in 1962 and in 1988 respectively. The military had also annulled
parliamentary elections held in 1990 previously. It is pertinent to note that the military has a fair
share of the levers of power. The 2008 Constitution secures a special place to the military, in
that 25 per cent of the seats in parliament and local legislatures are reserved for them, as
indeed key ministries like Home, Defence and Border Affairs. No amendments to the
Constitution are possible without a 75 per cent majority.

The Constitution also disqualifies persons with foreign spouses from becoming president. This
provision automatically excluded Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The political parties accepted the
special place accorded to the military by the 2008 Constitution and the military allowed the
“discipline-flourishing democracy”, with multi-party elections held in 2010, 2015 and November
2020.

Thus, the compromise that the NLD as a party made with the military came to a dead end, a
decade after the junta formally exited. The quasi-democratic experiment has been aborted,
fueled by multiple factors, including political ambitions of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing. There
were also fears on their part that after the resounding electoral victory, Aung San Suu Kyi could
move to curb the military’s powers.

Developments in the geo-strategically important country impact India in myriad ways. Myanmar
is the only ASEAN country with which India shares a land border, extending to 1643 kms, most
of which is not fenced. Myanmar borders four North East Indian States - Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram, and its help is critical to countering insurgency in India’s North
East.

Peace in Chin and Rakhine states of Myanmar is essential for the completion of the Kaladan
Multimodal Transit Transport Project and the Trilateral Highway project. The India-Myanmar-
Thailand trilateral highway will provide connectivity from Moreh (Manipur) to Mae Sot (Tak
province, Thailand) and the Kaladan project would link Mizoram to the Bay of Bengal. The
political instability in the post-coup period is expected to divert the attention of the Myanmar
Army from its periphery and its borders. Political instability and violence in Myanmar would also
delay plans to further extend the trilateral highway to Vietnam.

/taxonomy/term/160
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The Arakan Army (AA) on the Myanmar side of the border continues to be a source of concern.
It must be remembered that it was the Myanmar army that was assisting the Indian Army in
dealing with the Arakan Army and the National-Socialist Council of Nagaland Isak-Muivah
(NSCN (IM) in the period before the coup.

Second, the refugee influx from Myanmar to Manipur and Mizoram (due to common ethnic links
and family ties) is a matter of concern for New Delhi. On March 18, the Chief Minister of
Mizoram, Zoramthanga, had written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking asylum and relief
on humanitarian grounds for the Myanmar nationals belonging to the Chin community.1 Some of
them were offered refuge by the local NGOs. The Mizoram CM’s request closely followed a
directive from New Delhi on March 10, to the four North East states bordering Myanmar, to
prevent illegal immigration and ensure expeditious deportation.

The position taken by Mizoram on the refugees and the insurgent issue respectively could be
viewed as a challenge or an opportunity. Mizoram does not favour sending the refugees back to
Myanmar.2 By the early 1990s (when the military junta still held sway), India had realised that if
it wanted to succeed in its counter-insurgency effort on the Indo-Myanmar border, it could not do
so without the support of the regime at the helm in Myanmar.

Does that lesson still hold for the current situation in Myanmar? Ought the central government
heed the loud voice of a small state? Can it ignore the voices on the periphery? In sum, closer
coordination between the central government and states (especially those on the borders) is
essential for the successful attainment of critical national objectives.

Critics maintain that these voices are important because they are rooted to the ground and
because they have the ability to negotiate with insurgents or constitute part of the ceasefire
monitoring groups.3 But could they perhaps be a liability if the regime in power across the
border tags such an interaction as an unfriendly act?4

Third, the growing international isolation of Myanmar government led by the Army could once
again push the country into dependence on China. When Chinese President Xi Jinping visited
Myanmar in January 2020, 33 important agreements were signed, including the Kyaukphyuyu
Special Economic Zone and Kyaukphyu deep-sea port.

Earlier in 2018, Myanmar and China had signed an MoU to establish the China Myanmar
Economic Corridor (CMEC). The 1,700km corridor is meant to connect Kunming to Myanmar’s
economic hubs, first to Mandalay and then east to Yangon and west to Kyaukphyu. A framework
agreement on Kyaukphyu was also signed in November 2018. Another agreement when Xi
visited Myanmar in 2018 related to the New Yangon City project.

Developments in Myanmar pose a serious policy challenge to India. Myanmar is an important
element for the success of India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’, ‘Act East’, and ‘Indo-Pacific’ policies. It
was from Naypyitaw that Prime Minister Modi launched India’s Act East policy in 2014. India’s
initial response to the February 1 coup expressing “deep concern” was moderate. India,
however, upped the ante as death toll kept on rising.

India still retains the credibility of most stakeholders in Myanmar and could help in the country’s
transition to democracy. India has in the past been the first responder in times of natural
calamities like cyclones or earthquakes. India does not support sanctions against Myanmar.
Sanctions have not worked in the past and are not likely to work now.

New Delhi supports ASEAN centrality and the ASEAN’s Five Point Consensus formula,
announced at the Jakarta Summit on April 24, 2021 – attended by Senior General Hlaing, must
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be allowed a chance to succeed.5

India and Myanmar have enjoyed cordial relations at the highest diplomatic, political and military
levels in recent times. An outstanding example of this understanding was the joint visit of the
Foreign Secretary, Harsh Vardhan Shringla and the Army Chief, General Manoj Mukund
Naravane on October 4-5, 2020 to Myanmar. During the visit, the two sides agreed to strengthen
partnership in connectivity projects, reviewed progress of Rakhine State Development
Programme and accorded Myanmar priority for vaccine and other aid.

Foreign Secretary Shringla while addressing the Ananta Aspen Centre on March 15 pointed out
that India was concerned that the democratic gains made by Myanmar over the previous
decades should not be undermined. He reiterated India’s “support to the process of democratic
transition” and assured that India’s developmental and humanitarian efforts in Myanmar aimed
at the socio-economic development of the country will continue, as would its constructive role as
a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC).6

Earlier, India’s envoy to the UN in Geneva, Indra Mani Pandey told the UN Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) on February 12, 2021, that the rule of law and democratic processes in
Myanmar must be upheld and the detained political leaders released.7 India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN, Ambassador T.S. Tirumurti, also spoke on similar lines when he
stated that “India has been consistently encouraging stakeholders to find practical and pragmatic
solutions.”8

New Delhi’s policy options in Myanmar would depend on the evolving situation on the ground. It
remains to be seen if the military can continue in power, in the face of the civil disobedience
movement. The nature of the relationship between the Tatmadaw and China will be crucial. If it
leads to greater dependence of the military regime on Beijing, it will impact India’s security
negatively. India on its part must continue to engage with the Tatmadaw.

Apart from the civil-military conflict in Myanmar, the country is a hotbed of ethnic conflict.
Minority ethnic groups are engaged in a civil war with the majority Bamar community. If the
country slips into an extended civil war, then India will have to be prepared to deal with the
ensuing implications for its Northeastern states.

The implications on national security and in countering insurgency will have to be kept in mind,
while addressing the concerns of bordering states. At the same time, greater policy coordination
between the central government and the border states can help avoid possible alienation of the
local communities.

As a non-permanent member of the UNSC during 2021-2022, India can play an important role
with other partners like Vietnam in building international opinion, given that Vietnam is also a
UNSC non-permanent member this year. If a supportive international environment is built up
through the UN and ASEAN, the military in Myanmar could be encouraged to return to the
democratic road map.

As Myanmar and the region copes with the Covid-19 pandemic, it would be only appropriate that
neighbouring countries, including India, prevent the country from not only failing but enable it to
emerge as a successful ASEAN Member State.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.

http://www.pugwashindia.com
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-23

TREADING THE MIDDLE PATH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Blood is thicker than water, so the saying goes, and apparently that applies to natural gas and
geopolitical allies too. Contrasting sharply with former U.S. President Donald Trump’s attacks on
NATO, the Biden administration has decided to stand down on sanctions slapped onto a
company Nord Stream 2 AG, whose CEO and former East German intelligence officer Matthias
Warnig is alleged to have links to Russian President Vladimir Putin. The reason? To avoid
compromising Washington’s relationship with Germany over the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, a
1,230-km twin pipeline capable of doubling the capacity of extant channels transporting natural
gas from Russian fields to Europe under the Baltic Sea.

While the latest half-measure highlights difficulties that President Joe Biden is facing in terms of
adopting a hard stance toward Russia, the complexity of the geopolitics in play necessarily lends
weight to a calibrated approach.

At stake are Washington’s ties with multiple European allies, who are critical to maintaining the
balance of power in a unipolar hemisphere. Firstly, the Russian pipeline seriously impacts
Ukraine, through which Russian gas currently has to pass en route to Europe. In bypassing
Ukraine with a direct pipeline to Germany, Russia appears to be seeking to isolate the former
from the broad swathe Western Europe and render it less relevant in the energy ecosystem.
This move gains additional salience in the context of the Russian annexation of the Crimean
Peninsula of Ukraine in 2014, following years of gas pipeline pricing disputes. In a similar vein,
Poland and Slovakia also oppose Nord Stream 2, as they, along with Kiev, until now collected
transit fees on gas flowing through their territorial boundaries.

A more direct beneficiary of the pipeline will be Germany, where concern has been rising
regarding falling European gas production in recent times. On the one hand, it appears that
fears that this pipeline, which is already 95% complete, will tip Europe into a captive situation
with Russia might be unfounded. While Gazprom, the Russian government-owned oil and gas
giant that is a majority shareholder in Nord Stream 2 AG, is very much a key supplier for certain
eastern and central European countries, Western European nations have obtained their gas
supply from other countries, including Norway, Qatar, and African nations. At a broad level, the
EU as such is seeking to tamp down on its reliance on natural gas in favour of clean energy.

History of skirmishes

However, German lawmakers have made it clear to the country’s Chancellor, Angela Merkel,
that they disapprove of Russian heavy-handedness in dealing with domestic opposition to Mr.
Putin, including the jailing of opposition politician Alexey Navalny in August 2020, and that
outright support for Nord Stream 2 could undercut their concerns on allegations of human rights
violation in this context.

From the perspective of the U.S.-Russia relations, there is on the one hand the long history of
what the U.S. considers to be the malign influence of Moscow on American politics and national
security interests.

Seeking to impose punitive action for Russia’s interference in U.S. elections, then President
Barack Obama, in December 2016, ejected 35 suspected Russian intelligence operatives from
the U.S. and slapped sanctions on Russia’s two major intelligence services, the GRU and the
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FSB, a move that invited retaliation from the Kremlin.

Mr. Trump, however, appeared to adopt a softer line toward cracking down on Moscow’s
apparent aggression abroad.

Now it has fallen to the Biden administration to tread the middle path, retaining a sharp focus on
punitive sanctions against Moscow’s most egregious actions abroad, while recognising the
importance of Russia in areas of U.S. strategic interest. Such a path may not necessarily be
easy to traverse. Notwithstanding the Merkel government’s warm welcome of Mr. Biden’s
support for Nord Stream 2, Republican lawmakers lashed out at the White House for handing
Mr. Putin a major political victory. Even Democrats appeared to differ, with Senator Bob
Menendez, Chair of the Foreign Relations Committee, denouncing the decision as one that has
“has created uncertainty in many corners of Europe”.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-05-23

BRICS ASTRONOMY WORKING GROUP MOOTS
NETWORKING OF EXISTING TELESCOPES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

Requirement: Each country was required to present the scientific work carried out.   | Photo
Credit: Gil-Design

The BRICS Astronomy Working Group has recommended networking of telescopes in member
countries and creating a regional data network.

Under the science, technology and innovation track of the BRICS 2021 calendar, India hosted
the seventh meeting of BRICS Astronomy Working Group (BAWG) on online mode from May 19
and 20. Also present were astronomers from these countries. In the BAWG meeting, the
delegates agreed to develop a flagship project in this area. It witnessed participation from all five
BRICS countries – Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa – with more than 50
participants, including researchers, academicians and government officials.

The members of the working group also indicated future directions of research in this area such
as building a network of intelligent telescopes and data, study of transient astronomical
phenomena in the universe, big data, artificial intelligence, machine learning applications to
process the voluminous data generated by the enhanced multi-wavelength telescope
observatory.

The delegates deliberated on strategic and operational matters and recommended the
networking of existing telescopes in BRICS countries and creating regional data network. They
agreed to develop a flagship project in this area, according to a statement by the Department of
Science and Technology (DST), Government of India. From the Indian side, the Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune, and the DST coordinated the meeting.

The BAWG, which provides a platform for BRICS member countries to collaborate in the field of
astronomy, recommended that each country should present the scientific results of the work
being carried out in their country. This will help seek funding support to realise the flagship
project whenever funding opportunities were announced by BRICS funding agencies. The
BAWG noted the importance of enhancing collaboration among astronomers from the BRICS
countries.

S K Varshney, head of international cooperation division of the DST, presented India’s
perspectives, and lead scientific researchers from each BRICS country presented their country
report which highlighted the research activities and infrastructure they have created.

India assumed the BRICS Presidency from January 2021. About 100 events, including
ministerial level meetings, senior official meetings, and sectorial meetings or conferences, stand
to be organised in 2021.

Please enter a valid email address.

In Indonesia, at least 81% of forested land cleared to produce palm oil is estimated to be illegal,
the report said.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Gil-Design/
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A SEPTEMBER EXIT, AFGHANISTAN AT THE
CROSSROADS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

In conflict resolution diplomacy involving multiple stakeholders, sometimes the venue becomes
as important as the agenda of peace talks. The fragile Afghanistan peace process has been in
disarray as the Washington-desired conference to be hosted by the United Nations in Istanbul,
Turkey — earlier scheduled for late April-early May — remains suspended due to the reluctance
of Afghan’s Taliban. Turkey had to announce the postponement of talks until the end of
Ramzan. Now there is some hope of breaking the impasse as the Taliban have expressed an
openness to attend the Istanbul summit with the rider that the final outcome will be achieved in
Doha. Although it gives an impression of the Taliban snubbing Turkey, the real issue regarding
Afghan peace, however, should be: ‘what’ is to be done, and not ‘who’ does it or ‘how’ it is done.

Pakistan allows overflight to U.S. military to support presence in Afghanistan: Pentagon official

The Istanbul conference is being calibrated by the Biden administration with its plans to
completely withdraw from war-torn Afghanistan. Rejecting the Pentagon’s preference for a
conditions-based exit, United States President Joe Biden is insistent on withdrawing the troops
on September 11, even without any power-sharing deal between the warring parties.

With the rising level of violence, prospects of negotiating peace in Afghanistan seem bleak.
Since the announcement of an exit date, Afghanistan continues to witness deadly attacks across
its provinces. For instance, multiple blasts outside a girls school in Kabul recently was the worst
terror attack in Afghanistan in a year. However, while adopting a tough posture, the Taliban have
nonetheless kept the space open for engagement with the Afghan government. After a long
pause in peace talks, they met in Qatar on May 14, the second day of a three-day ceasefire.

NATO says to provide funding for Kabul airport after pull-out

Consensus still eludes the Taliban’s real motives. According to conventional wisdom, by
indulging in arbitrary acts of violence the Taliban are demonstrating that they are capable of
seizing by military force what is not offered to them on the negotiating table. It would, however,
be more prudent to believe that there exists a gulf in the views of the field commanders, who
would like to wait it out for the U.S. to depart as there is little value in making concessions during
the talks, and the Taliban leadership, who may feel the urgency to resuming negotiations than
completely abandoning them for fear of losing the international legitimacy they enjoy at the
moment.

Being the Taliban’s chief patron, Pakistan is the most important player in the Afghan conflict.
After months of negotiations, the U.S.-Taliban deal was signed in February 2020, and Pakistan
took full credit for it. Unlike his predecessor, Mr. Biden has not set timelines, upping the ante for
many stakeholders. As the U.S. military presence in Afghanistan for almost two decades had
kept Washington reliant on Rawalpindi for operational and other support, Pakistan not only
treated the U.S. as its geopolitical pawn but also smartly mobilised this factor against India. With
the disappearance of this lethal dependence, Pakistan faces an uphill task in conducting a viable
Afghan policy. Therefore, Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi’s latest phone call
to the U.S. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken should be seen in this context. Expressing
Pakistan’s desire for “close economic cooperation, enhanced regional connectivity and common
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vision for a peaceful South Asia”, the crux of Mr. Qureshi’s discussion was in laying stress on
the need for “responsible withdrawal” of foreign forces, clearly indicating fear of a pyrrhic victory.

No one knows better than Pakistan’s Army chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa that Pakistan
cannot keep America invested in his country on military, economic, and societal fronts without
partnering with the U.S. to ensure a smooth transition of power in Kabul. But western-backed
and Taliban-opposed Kabul government’s relations with Pakistan continue to be characterised
by deep hostility and mistrust. Despite a recent goodwill trip to Kabul by Gen. Bajwa,
accompanied by the chief of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), Lt.-Gen. Faiz Hameed, to
assure the Afghan leadership of Pakistan’s support for an “inclusive power-sharing
arrangement”, Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani has accused Pakistan of running “an
organized system of support” for the Afghan Taliban.

An essential element of Mr. Biden’s plan is to make Mr. Ghani agree to dissolve his government
and set up a new governing system that would include the Taliban, which could finally decide
the future distribution of power and changes to the Afghan Constitution. But Mr. Ghani refuses to
step down for an interim regime to take over, insisting that a new government should emerge
through elections in which he promises not to run. Mr. Ghani is seen as a figure who has
deepened divisions among an already fractured Afghan political elite, besides failing miserably
to wean the Pashtuns away from the Taliban. Ever since his controversial re-election, rival
contenders for power are increasingly attacking his legitimacy, challenging his motivations and
grounds of support. On the contrary, the Taliban continues to display a large measure of
cohesion, despite reports of its fragmentation. Without an immediate ceasefire, a tough summer
awaits the Afghan security forces.

Mr. Ghani could have had his way had Pakistan been the Taliban’s only patron. The Taliban
now draw support from a wide variety of regional powers, including Russia, China and Iran.
However, these countries too want the insurgent group to moderate its position. China, which
has earned notoriety of being the free rider in Afghanistan, seems confused as the American exit
looms large. Despite public rhetoric of asking the U.S. to leave, the Chinese policy makers have
become more comfortable over the years with America’s military presence in Afghanistan which
has suppressed many terrorist groups which threaten China directly or Beijing-friendly regimes
in Central Asia.

Since the need to focus on great-power competition appears to have been factored considerably
into Mr. Biden’s decision of strategic retrenchment from Afghanistan, it has serious implications
for China; it would leave Beijing vulnerable to its spillover effects particularly in the restive
Xinjiang province. That is why China has remained invested in all major regional Afghan-centric
negotiations. Though it has a stake in the success of the Istanbul talks, its latest offer of hosting
intra-Afghan talks in Beijing will only confound the current contradictions. Nevertheless if all
regional frameworks fail to achieve Afghan peace, Beijing will not hesitate in asking for a
potential UN intervention, as revealed by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

India has been the key regional backer of the Ghani government, supporting an “Afghan-led,
Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled” peace process. New Delhi rightly fears a Taliban-
dominated regime in Kabul might allow Pakistan to dictate Afghanistan’s India policy. That is
why India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, has underlined the need for “a genuine
double peace” (within and around Afghanistan). But despite being offered a seat at Istanbul at
the U.S.’s behest, New Delhi remains a peripheral player. As opportunism and strategic
boldness seem to have become the main structuring poles of Afghan conflict resolution
diplomacy, India’s policy preference for courting Kabul’s traditional political elite has faced a
distinctive drawback; it has no leverage with the Taliban. Hence, there is nothing unethical in
exploring the possibility of developing links with the amenable section of the Afghan Taliban.
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The strategic competition between Washington and Beijing, China’s growing rivalry with India,
and New Delhi’s tense relationship with Islamabad are some of the factors which will certainly
affect the situation in Afghanistan as the U.S. leaves the country. Thus, any reduction in
tensions between India and Pakistan, irrespective of who plays the mediator, will have an
indirect stabilising effect on Afghanistan. Moreover, Pakistan has a direct stake in the success of
peace talks because it is aware of the negative fallout of another cycle of violence in Afghanistan
— unconstrained refugee flows and terror attacks inside its territory. It remains to be seen how
border fencing along the controversial Durand Line can minimise this negative fallout.

While the September 11 exit would bring the U.S.’s “forever war” to an end, it is unlikely to result
in peace if Afghan stakeholders show their utter inability to take the process forward. But If the
path of negotiations is either abandoned or accepted half-heartedly, it will be impossible to stop
Afghanistan’s descent into chaos and civil war.

Vinay Kaura is Assistant Professor, Department of International Affairs and Security Studies,
Sardar Patel University of Police, Security and Criminal Justice, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. He is also
a Non-resident Scholar at the Middle East Institute, Washington D.C.
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INDIA AND ISRAEL SIGN A THREE-YEAR WORK
PROGRAM FOR COOPERATION IN AGRICULTURE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Israel

Taking forward the ever-growing partnership in agriculture between Israel and India, the two
governments have agreed to enhance their cooperation in agriculture and signed a three-year
work program agreement for development in Agriculture cooperation, while affirming the ever-
growing bilateral partnership and recognizing the centrality of agriculture and water sectors in
the bilateral relationship.

India and Israel are implementing the “INDO-ISRAEL Agricultural Project Centres of Excellence”
and “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of Excellence”.

MIDH, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare, Government of India, and MASHAV - Israel’s
Agency for International Development Cooperation - are leading Israel’s largest G2G
cooperation, with 29 operational Centres of Excellence (COEs) across India in 12 States,
implementing Advanced-Intensive agriculture farms with Israeli Agro-Technology tailored to local
conditions. The Centres of Excellence generate knowledge, demonstrate best practices and
train farmers. Every year, these COEs produce more than 25 million quality vegetable seedlings,
more than 387 thousand quality fruit plants and train more than 1.2 lakh farmers about latest
technology in the field of horticulture.

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare said that the agriculture
sector always remains a priority for India. Due to the agrarian policies of the Government of
India, there is a definite change in the lives of the farmers and the agriculture sector. Increasing
the farmers' income is the determination of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The minister said
that India and Israel have had bilateral relations since 1993 in the agricultural sector. This is the
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5th IIAP. “So far, we have successfully completed 4 action plans. This new work programme will
further strengthen the bilateral relations and mutual cooperation between the two countries in
the field of agriculture for the benefit of the farming community. The COEs established under
these Israeli-based action plans are playing an important role in doubling farmers’ income. The
exchange of technology between India and Israel will greatly improve the productivity and quality
of horticulture, thereby increasing the income of farmers”, he added.

Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare
said, “These Centers of Excellence established under Indo-Israel Agriculture Action Plan (IIAP)
have become epicentres of transformation in horticulture sector. Our focus during the new work
programme will be to convert the villages surrounding these COEs into Villages of Excellence
through massive outreach programmes”.

Ambassador Dr. Ron Malka said, “The three-year work program (2021-2023) reflects the
strength of our growing partnership and will benefit local farmers both through the Centers of
Excellence and the Villages of Excellence”.

The work program will aim to grow existing Centres of Excellence, establish new centers,
increase CoE’s value chain, bring the Centres of Excellence into the self-sufficient mode, and
encourage private sector companies and collaboration.

As for the “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of Excellence”, this is a new concept aimed at creating a
model ecosystem in agriculture across eight states, alongside 13 Centers of Excellence within
75 villages. The program will promote the increase of net income and better the livelihood of the
individual farmer, transforming traditional farms into modern-intensive farms based on IIAP
standards. Large-scale and complete value chain approach with economic sustainability,
embedded with Israeli novel technologies and methodologies will be tailored to local conditions.
The IIVOE program will focus on: (1) Modern Agriculture infrastructure, (2) Capacity Building, (3)
Market linkage.

The work program signing ceremony was also attended by Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri Parshottam Rupala and Shri Kailash Choudhary along
with Senior officers of Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Government
of India and Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare, Government of India.

Click here for Status of Centres of Excellence under India – Israel Cooperation
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MIDH, Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare, Government of India, and MASHAV - Israel’s
Agency for International Development Cooperation - are leading Israel’s largest G2G
cooperation, with 29 operational Centres of Excellence (COEs) across India in 12 States,
implementing Advanced-Intensive agriculture farms with Israeli Agro-Technology tailored to local
conditions. The Centres of Excellence generate knowledge, demonstrate best practices and
train farmers. Every year, these COEs produce more than 25 million quality vegetable seedlings,
more than 387 thousand quality fruit plants and train more than 1.2 lakh farmers about latest
technology in the field of horticulture.

Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare said that the agriculture
sector always remains a priority for India. Due to the agrarian policies of the Government of
India, there is a definite change in the lives of the farmers and the agriculture sector. Increasing
the farmers' income is the determination of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The minister said
that India and Israel have had bilateral relations since 1993 in the agricultural sector. This is the
5th IIAP. “So far, we have successfully completed 4 action plans. This new work programme will
further strengthen the bilateral relations and mutual cooperation between the two countries in
the field of agriculture for the benefit of the farming community. The COEs established under
these Israeli-based action plans are playing an important role in doubling farmers’ income. The
exchange of technology between India and Israel will greatly improve the productivity and quality
of horticulture, thereby increasing the income of farmers”, he added.

Shri Sanjay Agarwal, Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare
said, “These Centers of Excellence established under Indo-Israel Agriculture Action Plan (IIAP)
have become epicentres of transformation in horticulture sector. Our focus during the new work
programme will be to convert the villages surrounding these COEs into Villages of Excellence
through massive outreach programmes”.

Ambassador Dr. Ron Malka said, “The three-year work program (2021-2023) reflects the
strength of our growing partnership and will benefit local farmers both through the Centers of
Excellence and the Villages of Excellence”.
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The work program will aim to grow existing Centres of Excellence, establish new centers,
increase CoE’s value chain, bring the Centres of Excellence into the self-sufficient mode, and
encourage private sector companies and collaboration.

As for the “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of Excellence”, this is a new concept aimed at creating a
model ecosystem in agriculture across eight states, alongside 13 Centers of Excellence within
75 villages. The program will promote the increase of net income and better the livelihood of the
individual farmer, transforming traditional farms into modern-intensive farms based on IIAP
standards. Large-scale and complete value chain approach with economic sustainability,
embedded with Israeli novel technologies and methodologies will be tailored to local conditions.
The IIVOE program will focus on: (1) Modern Agriculture infrastructure, (2) Capacity Building, (3)
Market linkage.

The work program signing ceremony was also attended by Union Minister of State for
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Shri Parshottam Rupala and Shri Kailash Choudhary along
with Senior officers of Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of External Affairs, Government
of India and Ministry of Agriculture & Farmer’s Welfare, Government of India.

Click here for Status of Centres of Excellence under India – Israel Cooperation
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ONE-STATE SOLUTION, THE WAY FORWARD IN
PALESTINE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

For more than 50 years, well-intentioned and more cynical, local and external actors involved in
the attempts to bring peace and reconciliation to historical Palestine have religiously adhered to
the two-state solution as the only way forward.

The idea of partitioning Palestine between the settler movement of Zionism, and later the state
of Israel and the indigenous population of Palestine is not new. It was first offered by the British
in 1937 and rejected by the Palestinians already then. The Zionist movement was hardly 50
years old and was already offered by the new British occupiers of Palestine, a chunk of the
Palestinian homeland as a future state. This in the 1930s and 1940s would have been akin to an
offer to decolonise India by partitioning it between a British India and local India or to propose
the decolonisation of Algeria by dividing it between a French Algeria and a local Algeria. Neither
the Indian anti-colonial movement nor the Algerian one would have ever consented to such a
post-colonial arrangement; nor did the British and French dare to offer it when they reconciled
with the fact that they will have to leave their colonial empires and go back to Europe.

Editorial | Balancing act: On India’s stand in Israel-Palestine conflict

But even when decolonisation was achieved in India in 1947, not only the British but also the so-
called civilised world through the United Nations insisted that the Palestinians should give half of
their homeland to the settler movement of Zionism. The Palestinians attempted to convince the
international community that the problem was not only about dispensing with half of their
homeland but that the settler movement of Zionism would not be content with just half of the
country and intended to take as much of it as possible and leave in it as few Palestinians as
possible. This ominous prediction turned out to be chillingly accurate and true in less than a year
after the UN insisted that partition was the only solution for Palestine. Under the guise of UN
support, the new Jewish state took over nearly 80% of historical Palestine and ethnically
cleansed almost a million Palestinians (more than half of Palestine’s population), and in the way
demolished half of Palestine’s villages and most of its towns in nine months in 1948; an event
known by the Palestinians as the Nakba, the catastrophe.

In 1967, Israel occupied the rest of historical Palestine, and in the process expelled another
300,000 Palestinians. Like all settler colonial projects, it had to navigate between a wish to take
over indigenous territory while downsizing the number of native people living on it. It was
impossible after 1948 to repeat a massive ethnic cleansing, so it was substituted by incremental
ethnic cleansing (the last stage in this process was one of the root causes that ignited the cycle
of violence last week — the proposed eviction of Palestinians from Shaykh [Sheikh] Jarrah, an
East Jerusalem neighbourhood, as part of an overall attempt to Judaise East Jerusalem).

Incremental ethnic cleansing is not the only way of achieving the old Zionist goal to turning
historical Palestine into a Jewish state. Imposing military rule in the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip after they were occupied was another means which enclaved the people there without
basic human and civil rights. Imposing a version of an Apartheid regime on the Palestinian
minority in Israel is another method and the constant refusal to allow the 1948 refugees to return
completes the matrix of power that allows Israel to retain the land and disregard a demographic
reality by which the Jews are not the majority in historical Palestine.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/the-land-lost-between-the-river-and-the-sea/article32475325.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/balancing-act-the-hindu-editorial-on-indias-stand-in-israel-palestine-conflict/article34608788.ece
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The two-state solution, offered for the first time by liberal Zionists and the United States in the
1980s, is seen by some Palestinians as the best way of ending of the occupation of the West
Bank and at least the partial fulfilment of the Palestinian right for self-determination and
independence. This is why the Palestine Liberation Organization was willing to give it a go in
1993, by signing the Oslo Accords. But the Palestinian position has no impact in the current
balance of power. What mattered is how Israel interprets the idea and the fact that there is no
one in the world that could challenge its interpretation.

The Israeli interpretation, until the rise of Benjamin Netanyahu to power in 2009, was that the
two-state solution is another means of having the territories, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
without incorporating most of the people living there. In order to ensure it, Israel partitioned the
West Bank (which is 20% of historical Palestine) into a Jewish and an Arab part. This was in the
second phase of the Oslo Accords, known as the Oslo II agreement of 1995. The Palestinians
were forced to accept it under American and Egyptian pressure. One area, called area C, which
consists of 60% of the West Bank) was directly ruled from 1995 until today by Israel. Under Mr.
Netanyahu, Israel is in the process of officially annexing this area while at the same time
ethnically cleansing the Palestinians living in it. The remaining 40% of the West Bank, areas A
and B under Oslo II, were put under the Palestinian Authority, which optimistically calls itself the
state of Palestine, but in essence has no power whatsoever, unless the one given to it, and
withdrawn from it, by Israel.

The Gaza Strip was divided too. But the Jewish part was small and could not be defended from
the local national movement’s wrath. So, the settlers were taken out in 2005 and Israel hoped
that another Bantustan, like the one in areas A and B, would be established there under the
Palestinian Authority’s rule and under the same conditions. But the people of Gaza opted to
support a new player, Hamas, and its ally, the Islamic Jihad, which resisted this offer. They
supported them not only because there was a return to religion in the face of the ongoing
predicaments but also because there was big disappointment from the compliance of the PLO
with the Oslo arrangements. Israel responded by imposing a callous siege and blockade on the
Gaza Strip that, according to the UN, made it unliveable.

To complete its strategy that included the partition of the West Bank, its Bantustanisation, and
the siege of Gaza, Israel passed in 2018 a citizenship law, known as the nationality law, which
made sure that the Palestinian citizens who live in Israel proper (which is Israel prior to the 1967
occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip) and who are supposedly equal citizens of the
Jewish state, will in essence become the “Africans” of a new Israeli Jewish apartheid state: living
in a permanent regime that discriminates against them in all aspects of life on the basis of their
nationality.

The endless negotiation on the two-state solution was based on the formula that once the two
states become a reality, Israel will stop these severe violations of the Palestinian civil and
human rights, wherever they are. But while the wait continued, more Palestinians were expelled
and the Jewish settler community in the West Bank doubled and tripled and took over the fertile
land, leaving no space for Palestinian expansion. The presence of more than 600,000 Jewish
settlers, with a very high rate of natural growth, means that Israel will never consider moving
them out; and without that, even a soft version of a two-state solution is impossible.

The whole premise of the two-state solution is wrong and that is why it did not materialise. It is
based on the assumption of parity and of framing the conflict as one fought between two
national movements. But this is not a “conflict” as such. This is a settler colonial reality which
began in the late 19th century and continues until today. The late scholar, Patrick Wolfe,
described settler colonial movements as motivated by a logic he called “the elimination of the
native”. Sometimes it led to genocide, as it happened in North America, sometimes it translated
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to an ongoing ethnic cleansing operation, which is what has unfolded in Palestine. The two-state
solution is not going to stop the ethnic cleansing; instead, talking about it provides Israel
international immunity to continue it.

The Arab World and the elusive two-state solution

The only alternative is to decolonise historical Palestine. Which means that we should aspire to
a state for all its citizens all over the country, based on the dismantlement of colonialist
institutions, fair redistribution of the country’s natural resources, compensation of the victims of
the ethnic cleansing and allowing their repatriation. All this will be so that settlers and natives
should together build a new state that is democratic, part of the Arab world and not against it,
and an inspiration for the rest of the region which desperately needs such models to push it
forward towards a better future.

Professor Ilan Pappé is the Director of the European Centre for Palestine Studies and Senior
Fellow of the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, U.K. He is the author of
20 books
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SAUDI-IRAN TALKS: RAY OF HOPE IN THE GULF
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

More from the author

Iran and Saudi Arabia - the two regional arch rivals, held talks in Baghdad in April 2021. Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa Al Kadhimi played a key role in bringing both the countries to the
negotiating table. The talks were held between Khalid Al Homeidan, Chief of General
Intelligence, Saudi Arabia, and Saeed Iravani, Deputy Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council.

On May 5, 2021, Iraqi President Barham Salih confirmed that Iran and Saudi Arabia have held
talks “more than once” and added that the talks are still “ongoing.”1 Though details of the talks
have not been made public, reports noted that the Yemen issue figured prominently in the
discussions.2

The talks between the two regional rivals is a significant development which has the potential to
change the geopolitics and security in the West Asian region. Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin
Farhan expressed hope that the “exploratory talks” will yield concrete diplomatic gains.3 Saeed
Khatibzadeh, Spokesman for the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, expressed his country’s
interest to resolve issues of conflict with Saudi Arabia and affirmed that de-escalation between
the two was “in the interest of both nations and the region.”4

The relationship between Iran and Saudi Arabia, marked by rivalry and competition, further
deteriorated in the aftermath of the Arab unrest. They have been involved in a proxy war in
regional conflict zones ranging from Egypt, Syria, Yemen and Bahrain. Neither of them had till
now showed any intent to engage with each other to resolve the issues between them.

In the aftermath of the execution of the Saudi Shia cleric Nimr Al Nimr by the Saudi government
in 2016, the relations deteriorated even further. Nimr was a vocal critic of the Saudi government
who allegedly instigated the anti-government protests in Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province. Iran
strongly condemned the execution of Nimr and warned that Saudi Arabia would “pay a heavy
price” for his execution.5

Saudi Arabia, along with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), called Iran’s reaction a “blatant
interference in the Kingdom’s affairs.”6 Soon after, the Saudi Embassy in Tehran and the Saudi
Consulate in Mashhad were ransacked by protesters. Infuriated with the attack on its Embassy
and the Consulate, Saudi Arabia cut off diplomatic ties with Iran.

In the present context, engaging in talks is beneficial for both Iran and Saudi Arabia. In Yemen,
while Saudi Arabia has been involved in a military campaign against the Houthis since 2015, the
latter have been backed by Iran. The situation in Yemen continues to deteriorate even after
several rounds of negotiations mediated by the UN.

Iran and Saudi Arabia are under international pressure for the deteriorating internal security and
humanitarian situation in Yemen, especially so since President Joe Biden came to power. Saudi
Arabia has been asked by the US to end its military offensive in Yemen. Earlier, in February
2021, Biden announced withdrawal of US military support to the war in Yemen.

Iran and Saudi Arabia are facing significant security and economic challenges as a result of their
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regional policies. The Houthis have launched drone and missile attacks on a number of vital
installations in the Kingdom including the ARAMCO oil facilities in Yanbu, Jazan, and Ras
Tanura; Abha airport; military bases in Dammam, Najran and Asir, among other targets.

Saudi involvement in the military operations in Yemen has not achieved its intended objective of
driving the Houthis out of capital Sanaa. Rather, the years of military operation in Yemen has
been a drain on its national budget. Riyadh, therefore, would want an acceptable solution to the
conflict and an honourable exit from Yemen. In the present context, talks between Iran and
Saudi Arabia seem to be the most effective way to find a solution to the Yemeni conflict.

The Iranian economy is suffering badly from crippling sanctions imposed on the country since
the US withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). The Biden
administration is insisting on Iranian compliance with the terms of the deal, before the US can lift
sanctions. Iran is engaged in talks in Vienna with the remaining signatories of the JCPOA – the
United Kingdom, Russia, France, Germany and China, to revive the nuclear deal. Iran, thus,
faces dual pressure from the US on Yemen and the JCPOA.

Though both the countries have come forward to engage in talks, the fundamental differences
between them on ideological, political and their national and regional security issues are
massive. They perceive each other as a threat to their national security. Despite the Iranian
assurance on the peaceful use of nuclear energy, Saudi concerns over the Iranian nuclear
activity still remain high. Saudi Arabia believes Iran acquiring nuclear weapon would change the
regional balance of power in the Middle East in favour of Tehran.  

The presence of the US in the region has been another key issue of contention. Saudi Arabia
and other GCC countries are reliant on the US for their security and US forces are present in all
the GCC states. Iran, on the other hand, strongly opposes the US military presence in the Gulf
region. Iran, instead, proposes a regional security architecture involving the countries of the
region only without any involvement of the external powers. Saudi Arabia and its allies suspect
that withdrawal of the US military from the region would lead to Iranian domination in the Gulf.  

Besides Yemen, the Iranian and Saudi interests run counter to each other in other conflict zones
such as Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. In Syria, Iran is a key factor for survival of the Bashar Al Assad
regime while Saudi Arabia supports the opposition coalition. Iran has deeply engaged with the
Shiite leaders and militias in Iraq and Lebanon, including the Hezbollah. 

Riyadh has been engaging constituencies in these countries to counter the growing Iranian
influence. The competition for regional supremacy between the two is not likely to end soon. It
would be difficult indeed for them to reconcile the historical differences and long-term interests
they have throughout the region.

Given the adversarial relationship between the two, achieving substantial progress would require
long negotiations, as well as mutual trust and willingness to engage in dialogue on critical
issues. The talks at present are in the embryonic stage, but the reconciliatory approach
exhibited by them may de-escalate the tensions in the short and medium term which may help
bring temporary peace and stability to the region.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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ISRAEL-HAMAS CLASH: WHAT IT MEANS FOR WEST
ASIA?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

More from the author

The violent clash between Israel and Hamas during May 10-21, 2021 has brought back the
prolonged Israeli-Palestinian conflict to the forefront of complex issues afflicting West Asia. The
Arab Spring and its aftermath had relegated the conflict to the bottom of regional problems.

The significance of the conflict had further diminished under the four years of Donald Trump’s
presidency, with his administration focused on isolating Iran through the “maximum pressure”
campaign. Trump withdrew from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), imposed
fresh sanctions and eliminated General Qassem Soleimani.

On the Israeli-Palestinian front, the Trump administration was seen as too partial to the Israeli
side, especially in the context of the decision to recognise Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and
shifting of the US embassy from Tel Aviv to West Jerusalem. This led to his ‘Deal of the Century’
not receiving any attention from the Palestinians.

The signing of the Abraham Accords between Israel and four Arab countries, namely the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan, in August 2020, did raise hopes for progress
towards peace. The renewed escalation between Israel and Hamas, however, diminishes any
hopes for a peaceful resolution of the conflict in the immediate future.

In the fighting, 248 Palestinians, including 66 children and 13 Israelis, including one Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) soldier, three expatriates and two children, lost their lives. In addition,
more than 1,900 Gaza residents and nearly 114 Israelis were injured. After mounting
international pressure, the ceasefire agreement was announced on May 21, 2021. This was the
fourth round of fighting between Israel and Hamas since 2008, and the worst since 2014.

The beginning of the escalation can be traced to the protests in mid-April by 13 Palestinian
families in Sheikh Jarrah, a locality in East Jerusalem, facing eviction from their homes after
losing a court battle against Jewish settlers. It provoked counter protests by extremist Jewish
groups, sparking violence and rioting that soon spread to Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount area
leading to clashes in the Al-Aqsa compound on May 7, the last Friday of the holy month of
Ramadan.

In trying to control the situation, the Israeli police and IDF personnel entered the compound -
managed by the Waqf Council under Jordanian tutelage, leading to hundreds of Palestinians
and scores of IDF personnel getting injured. Hamas saw this as an opportunity to reiterate its
position as the leading Palestinian resistance movement and issued an ultimatum to Israel to
withdraw its security personnel from Al-Aqsa by 6:30 pm on May 10, failing which it will take
action.

As the deadline expired, Hamas launched a barrage of rockets indiscriminately targeting civilian
establishments and residential buildings not only in southern Israel but also at targets in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. The IDF retaliated by launching a full-fledged military campaign,
codenamed Operation Guardian of the Wall, on May 11 pounding the network of tunnels,
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warehouses, munition factories.

By the time the ceasefire came into effect, Hamas and the other Palestinian militant group
operating in the Gaza Strip, the Islamic Jihad, had reportedly launched nearly 4,350 rockets
from Gaza, underlining their increased military capability. Some rockets were also fired from
southern Lebanon towards norther Israel. The escalation was accompanied by protests and
rioting in occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem as well as in the mixed Arab-Jewish towns in
Israel, highlighting the growing sympathy for Hamas among the wider Palestinian community.

Both sides, meanwhile, have claimed victory. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu while
delivering a televised address, underlined the damage caused to Hamas by the IDF and
affirmed that the “Hamas can’t hide anymore”. Netanyahu affirmed that a large part of the
Hamas’ and Islamic Jihad’s command echelon was eliminated.

On the other hand, Hamas highlighted its narrative of mounting a successful resistance against
a stronger military power, underscoring its undying spirit to fight for the Palestinian rights and
against the Israeli occupation. Hamas chief, Ismail Haniyeh, affirmed that the group’s
capabilities will be restored.

Notwithstanding the claims and counterclaims, there are six important lessons that the violence
brings to the fore. Firstly, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is not dead. The multiplicity of conflicts,
tensions and rivalries in the region since 2011 had relegated the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to the
bottom of regional issues. This had many believing that the prolonged conflict is no longer a
serious issue. Such assumptions have been proved wrong by the current spate of violence.

Secondly, the hopes for the revival of the peace process, that had been raised in the wake of the
signing of the Abraham Accords, have diminished. Clearly, a peaceful resolution is not in sight
and chances for the resumption of the peace process have ended for now.

Thirdly, the clashes have underlined the preeminence of Hamas as the Palestinian faction that
can no longer be ignored by the international community, if they ever hope for the eventual
resolution of the conflict and the realisation of the two-state solution.

Fourthly, the violence reemphasised the centrality of the city of Jerusalem. The city holds
political and religious significance for both the parties; it is the third holiest site in Islam and the
holiest in Judaism, housing the sanctum sanctorum of the Second Temple destroyed in 70 AD.
Further, for Israel, the undivided Jerusalem is the capital of the State of Israel and for the
Palestinians, East Jerusalem is capital of the future State of Palestine.

Fifthly, as far as the regional geopolitics is concerned, Iran has emerged as a major regional
threat. Though Hamas and Islamic Jihad have developed serious military capacity and have
been producing much of their arsenal and ammunition in the underground network they have
built inside the Gaza Strip, Iran is the most important supporter of the militant Palestinian
factions in the region. Hamas also receives support from Turkey and Qatar. Iran’s growing
military arsenal, its quest for nuclear weapons and arming of militias in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and
Yemen, seen together with the military and financial support for Hamas, add to the angst of its
regional rivals.

Finally, the latest round of Israel-Hamas confrontation has underlined that President Joe Biden,
cannot afford to ignore the Middle East. Notably, it was the tough talk by the Biden
administration that eventually led to Israel and Hamas agreeing for a ceasefire, underlining the
preeminence of the US as the regional arbiter. This means that even if Biden does not want to
get entangled in the complex regional conflicts, he will have to devote some time to manage the
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situation to avoid flare ups that can deviate the administration’s attention from priority issues.

The fighting between Israel and Hamas has come to an end for now, but as any serious
observer of West Asian politics will underline, one can never be sure of what might happen next
and for how long the ceasefire will hold. Unarguably, this will not be the last round of violence
between Israel and Hamas. The international community cannot ignore the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and there is a need to work towards reviving the peace process.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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DHAKA CLEARS CURRENCY SWAP FOR LANKA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Bangladesh on Tuesday cleared a $200 million currency swap facility for Sri Lanka, becoming
the first South Asian country to extend crucial financial assistance to the island nation this year.

Dhaka-based The Daily Star newspaper reported on Wednesday that Bangladesh was
extending “a lifeline of sorts to the beleaguered Sri Lankan economy”, offering to top up its
depleting foreign reserves. “The board of the Bangladesh Bank has decided in principle to lend
$200-250 million from Bangladesh’s reserves to Sri Lanka for three months,” Mohammad Sirajul
Islam, a spokesman for the Bangladesh Bank, the country’s central bank, told AFP in Dhaka.

With Sri Lanka’s main foreign exchange-earning sectors — tourism, export of garments and tea
— badly hit due to the pandemic, the country has been struggling to maintain its reserves in the
face of a daunting debt repayment schedule.

Foreign reserves

In April 2021, Sri Lanka’s foreign reserves stood at $4.5 billion, about the same amount that the
country is due to settle this year in external loan repayments.

So far this year, Colombo has obtained financial assistance from China, through a $1.5 billion
currency swap arrangement, and a $500 million loan, in addition to the $500 million extended
last year. Sri Lanka also inked a $500 million loan-agreement with the EXIM Bank of Korea a
fortnight ago. India, which extended a $400 million currency swap facility from the Reserve Bank
of India — it was settled in February 2021 after an extension — is yet to respond to Sri Lanka’s
year-old request for an additional $1.1 billion currency swap facility.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa made the request during a telephone conversation with PM
Narendra Modi in May 2020. New Delhi is also yet to approve Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa’s request for a debt moratorium, which he sought before the pandemic hit the region.

Meanwhile, Dhaka clearing the request — discussed during PM Mahinda Rajapaksa’s visit to
the capital in March — brings some relief to Colombo, senior officials said, although the decision
is yet to be formalised in a bilateral agreement. Despite the pandemic, Bangladesh’s foreign
reserves hit a record high in April, crossing the $45 billion mark.
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U.S.-CHINA ENGAGEMENT ERA HAS COME TO AN
END: TOP U.S. OFFICIAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Kurt Campbell  

The more than three-decade long era of engagement between the United States and China that
saw the world’s two largest economies develop closely interdependent relations “has come to an
end”, a top official of the Biden administration has said.

“The period that was broadly described as engagement has come to an end,” Kurt Campbell,
who is the Coordinator for Indo-Pacific Affairs and the top U.S. official for Asia, said at a
Stanford University event. He said “competition” would henceforth be “the dominant paradigm”
and U.S. policy would work under “a new set of strategic parameters”, Bloomberg News quoted
him as saying.

Policy shift

Mr. Campbell’s comments underline the shift in U.S. views on China from the time of the Obama
administration as well as the broadly bipartisan consensus on the current direction of relations,
following four turbulent years for the relationship under the previous Trump administration.

Mr. Campbell said “Chinese policies under [President] Xi are in large part responsible for the
shift in U.S. policy,” Bloomberg News reported, adding that he cited “clashes on China’s border
with India, an economic campaign against Australia and the rise of China’s ‘wolf warrior’
diplomacy’” as examples that suggested “China is determined to play a more assertive role.” He
described the Chinese President as “deeply ideological but also quite unsentimental” and said
the two top Chinese diplomats who had held talks with top Biden administration officials in
Alaska in March - Politburo member Yang Jiechi and Foreign Minister Wang Yi - were “nowhere
near, within a hundred miles” of Mr. Xi’s inner circle. He said the U.S. believed “the best way to
engage a more assertive China is to work with allies, partners and friends.”

Reacting to his comments, China’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said on Thursday
that “using ‘competition’ [to] define or dominate China-U.S. ties is a total mistake that will only
lead to confrontation and conflict.” “Even if there is competition, it should be sound competition
that helps to reinforce each other and pursue common progress, rather than a vicious
competition to beat each other. China firmly rejects U.S. moves to exclude and contain China in
the name of competition,” he added.

Also on Thursday, People’s Liberation Army Senior Colonel and China’s Defence Ministry
spokesperson, Tan Kefei, asked about the U.S. Indo-Pacific military strategy, hit out at countries
looking “to establish selective and exclusive military alliances, to gang up or to create the ‘New
Cold War’ featuring bloc confrontation,” coming amid increasing Chinese criticism of the India-
Australia-Japan-U.S. Quad grouping.

“The strategy of intensifying military presence and highlighting military competition will only
aggravate regional tensions and endanger world peace and stability,” he said, adding that “the
U.S. side should not, on the one hand, claim to put up new defence hotlines [with China] while
on the other hand keep ramping up military deployments in the Asian Pacific region, frequently
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conduct close-in reconnaissance on China, and even deliberately initiate dangerous
circumstances where aircraft and vessels nearly collide.”
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IS THE TWO-STATE SOLUTION STILL ALIVE?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The 11-day fighting between Hamas and Israel, coupled with protests across the Palestinian
territories and Israeli cities, has turned the spotlight once again on the Palestine question. The
internationally accepted solution to this crisis is the so-called two-state solution. This would
mean that an independent, sovereign Palestine state and an independent, sovereign Israeli
state would coexist in peace. But on the ground, since the Oslo Accords were signed, there has
been little progress on the two-state solution and Israel has only tightened its occupation of
Palestine over the years. In a conversation moderated by Stanly Johny, Nathan Thrall and
A.K. Ramakrishnan discuss the past, present and future of the Palestine question. Edited
excerpts:

Nathan Thrall: This [escalation] was rather different from the escalations that we saw in Gaza in
2014, 2012, 2009 and 2008. The Palestinian citizens of Israel protested in large numbers and
they’re being arrested in large numbers today. That is something that occurred during the First
Intifada. At the beginning of the Second Intifada, when what Israel calls “the October events”
took place, 13 Palestinian citizens of Israel were killed in protests. So, there is a precedent for
this. But it did feel different from the escalations of the last decade or so. It sent a clear message
to the world and much of the Israeli public that after over 70 years of Israeli policy to fragment
the Palestinian people, treat them differently, and subject them to different rules and restrictions,
the Palestinian citizens of Israel and the Palestinian people at large are one.

Is the two-state solution for the Palestine question still alive? | The Hindu Parley podcast

This is an enormous challenge to the existing paradigm of the international community, the two-
state solution. Most of the world has treated the Israeli-Palestinian conflict as though it’s more or
less a dispute over the occupation of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and Gaza. The
paradigm has been more or less that of a border dispute. We have, okay, the Palestinians don’t
have a state, but they have this Palestinian Authority, and it’s going to be a state, and they’re
more or less fighting over exactly where we’re going to draw the line of separation. And we just
have to draw a suitable line on border adjustments, and we’re done. But when the Palestinian
people come together and show that the Palestinians of the West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza
are just one part of the Palestinian people and this is a national struggle of all the Palestinian
people who are still united as one, that paradigm starts to make a lot less sense.

Because, in essence, if this is a conflict between Israeli Jews and the Palestinian people who
are being dominated in various ways by the state of Israel, then it doesn’t make much sense to
propose a solution in which you say the dominating party, the Israeli Jews, get to stay united in a
single state and the dominated party is going to be split to continue the fragmentation as part of
the solution. And we’ll put part of them under minority status in the state of Israel, and the others
will be put in a quasi state, something that will be somewhere between autonomy and “less than
a state” as [former Israeli] Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin referred to as his preferred outcome.

That solution, first of all, should be rejected, just on the simple grounds of fairness and justice.
When the two parties under Israeli control today are both roughly equal in size (about 7 million
Palestinians and about 7 million Israeli Jews), why should one of them be split up in this way,
and not even really get a sovereign state, because the two-state solution would not truly create a
Palestinian sovereign state, and the other get to stay united? And then if you look at the division
of the territory in a two-state solution, it would give 78% to Israeli Jews and 22%, a
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discontiguous 22%, to Palestinians. So, on all of these grounds, the two-state solution really
makes no sense, if you conceive of the two parties to the conflict, as you should, being the
Palestinian people, not the Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza, but the Palestinian people,
and the other party being the Israeli Jews.

One-state solution, the way forward in Palestine

A.K. Ramakrishnan: I agree with most of the points Nathan Thrall has raised. What is
significant is to recognise that from 1967 onwards, Palestinian territories have been under Israeli
control. And that is where the narrative has to change from two entities fighting against each
other for a particular piece of land to the very conception of a colonial order. If the reality of the
coloniser-colonised equation is recognised, one can think about what solution is possible.

And in addressing that aspect of resolving the conflict, this recognition of the complete control of
Israel is the first step. But that’s precisely what is being resisted by the Israeli government. Most
of the peace processes that we have seen, from the Camp David Accords to the Oslo Accords
to the non-deal of the century by [former U.S. President] Donald Trump, are mechanisms for
postponing any kind of permanent settlement of the issue. So, that’s why there is a dead end to
the peace process, because it’s not driving us anywhere towards any acceptable solution.

Palestine | The land lost between the river and the sea

The two-state solution has been the internationally accepted solution to the problem. But there
have been practical impediments such as increasing illegal Israeli settlements in the occupied
territories of the West Bank and East Jerusalem. And the very question of contiguous territory
for the Palestinians to establish an independent state of their own is not available in a practical
sense, because under Israeli occupation, there has been change in the geography of the
Palestinian territories over decades. So, practical problems regarding the two-state solution
exist, particularly the status of Jerusalem and the future of Palestinian refugees outside the
occupied territories and outside historical Palestine.

And within Israel, in 2018, under Benjamin Netanyahu’s leadership, you have seen an apartheid
Basic Law coming up — the nation state of the Jewish people — thereby legally undermining the
citizenship of the Palestinian population within Israel. And therefore, throughout historical
Palestine, there is this apartheid regime existing today. Therefore, addressing a solution should
look at all these kinds of contours of the Palestine question.

The whole idea of the Israeli Jewish people and the Palestinian people living together in a
democratic state is still treated as a utopia. But what is important is to recognise that the events
in the current phase of the conflict are leading to newer thinking and therefore, when one thinks
about a solution, one has to take into account the new narratives that are emerging out of newer
types of struggles.

News Analysis | Did Israel misjudge Hamas’s response?

Nathan Thrall: It’s correct that the main political parties among the Palestinians have supported
a two-state solution — de facto in Hamas’s case, but this is the consensus position among
Palestinians. Now, it’s important to note that the Palestinian support for a two-state solution does
not derive from a vision of what would be most just or most desirable. At the start of the Zionist
movement, at the end of the 19th century, the Jews in Palestine made up about 3% of the
population in 1882 and Palestinians were the remaining 97%. Over time, we have seen the slow
takeover of Palestine and the transformation of it into the land of Israel. Palestinians wouldn’t
come up with a solution that would give them a disconnected state without true sovereignty and
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a mere 22% of their homeland. The two-state solution is based on Israel’s occupation of the
West Bank and Gaza in the 1967 War, but the PLO was founded before the 1967 War, the
conflict factor was founded before the 1967 War, the project of Palestinian liberation and return
of the refugees all precede the 1967 War. So, the roots of the Palestinian national movement
are much deeper. Any adherence to a two-state solution came about very grudgingly. The
international community twisted the arms of the Palestinian leadership for a very long time,
which had refused to accept a two-state solution, and finally did purely out of pragmatism.

Now, it’s clear that a two-state solution isn’t happening. Even the two-state solution, the more
realistic version of it, where the Palestinian state is demilitarised, where Palestinians have
tunnels that they can use to go under sub-sovereign Israeli territory in order to reach Al-Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem, where most of the settlements [in the West Bank and East Jerusalem] will
be annexed to Israel, where Gaza and the West Bank are disconnected from one another —
even that proposal of the Geneva initiative, described as the most progressive and far-reaching,
made during the Second Intifada, isn’t happening. There’s no two-state solution happening.
Everyone recognises that this is the case.

'My country is at war': Gal Gadot criticised following statement on Israel-Palestine conflict

So, the very difficult position that the Palestinian leadership finds itself in is that they have
undergone this slow and painful conversion. They’ve been rhetorically justifying their concession
to reality, their acceptance of this solution for decades now. And now, they’re suddenly in a
position where the entire public is saying it’s not happening; that even this terrible compromise
isn’t realistic. So, you began by asking me about what’s utopia and what’s realistic. And I think
that the place that we’re in today is that no solution is realistic, a two-state solution isn’t realistic,
and a one-state solution isn’t realistic. What’s realistic, given the balance of power, the huge
disparity in power between Israel and the Palestinians, is continued domination without any
Palestinian sovereignty. And we can imagine that eruptions of violence will lead to different kinds
of adjustments. And when things get really bad, Israel starts putting forward plans to make
tactical adjustments and withdraw from certain areas or encircle other areas by walls or readjust
the route of the separation barrier in the West Bank. But these are tactical adjustments. It would
take power that the Palestinians currently do not have in order to really bring about any solution.
So, the situation we’re looking at now is a continuation of what the human rights organisations
have all deemed meets the definition of crime against humanity of apartheid — that situation is
going to continue for the indefinite future. And really, any alternative to that is a utopia.

A.K. Ramakrishnan: The Israeli government wants not only the status quo of its occupation and
its colonial policies to continue, but also expand its control and annex more territories that it
occupies. What is preventing it from totally decimating Palestinian life and their resistance is the
voices coming not only from the Palestinians within the occupied territories, but also the
Palestinians from within the state of Israel; and from across the world. Therefore, the pressure
that the Israeli population, both Jews and Arabs, can have on their government to change its
policies; the popular pressure on the American government to change its continued strong
support for the state of Israel; and international pressure [to restrain Israel] from doing what it is
doing against the Palestinians all matter. There are questions on whether states in the
international community are ready to accept this reality of day-to-day oppression of a set of
people. But within Israel and within the U.S., pressure is much more significant.

Nathan Thrall: From the White House, I do not see any possibility of real pressure that would
result in a true change to the status quo. From the liberal or progressive wing of the Democratic
Party, I see a long-term possibility of change. If we’re talking about the present Congress, look
at the very simple Bill that doesn’t change U.S. aid to Israel, but simply calls for the U.S. to
examine its role in a policy like the detention of Palestinian children. Even something as simple
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as that, which still isn’t touching aid, which is the really big thing for Democrats, is not realistic in
the present Congress and probably not in the next one either. So, it’s a very long road. But the
trends in the U.S. do seem to suggest that that constituency is going to grow. And some of the
people who are behind it are among the most popular politicians in America, like Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez. So, it is possible that we will reach a point in the distant future at which the U.S.
can put significant pressure on Israel in the way that it had before. But that won’t happen under
this Biden administration. And even if there’s a second term for the Biden administration, it
seems very unlikely that it would happen. It’s also very important to remember the critical role of
the Palestinians in bringing about the pressure — the pressure can’t just come from growing
sympathy for Palestinians in Congress or among progressives or internationally. If you look at
other places, for example, apartheid South Africa, the thing that drove the sanctions, the
divestment, was the situation on the ground. The overreach of the South African government in
killing innocent people put the story in the headlines and brought it to the attention of the world
which was outraged and wanted to do something about it. And also, what was more or less an
uprising in South Africa in the 1980s made the place look ungovernable, it made it look like a
bad place to be investing in as a business person.

So, the role of the people on the ground in helping to sustain and accelerate international
pressure is critical. The escalation over the last month with the small war in Gaza and the
protests over Jerusalem and the protests in pre-1967 Israel... all of that brought about a very
rapid change in public opinion internationally. And we saw it again in 2014 — a huge change
came about as a result of that war. So, these things come in bursts, and they’re driven more
than anything by the actions of Palestinians on the ground.

So, what I’m trying to say is that it’s a very, very long road. But we do see that the trend is clear
of growing support for using U.S. leverage against Israel in order to bring about some kind of
change and reduced oppression of the Palestinians.

A.K. Ramakrishnan: If the Palestinian voices have to be heard, we have to recognise the
diversity of voices amongst the Palestinians. In the initial days [of the Palestinian resistance],
several Palestinian organisations, including Fatah and PFLP [Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine], took the armed struggle as their way of placing the Palestine issue before the
international community and to resist Israeli occupation. But then under [PLO Chairman Yasser]
Arafat’s leadership, the PLO came to the negotiating table, took the diplomatic path. The First
Intifada was more or less non-violent. It is in that context that Hamas emerged, in 1987. And
Hamas became part of the armed resistance.

The whole point of talking about Hamas as something which is really distinct from other
Palestinian entities would not be a good thing to do. Because there is already an attempt to
separate the West Bank Palestinians and the Palestinians of the Gaza Strip. Some people even
talked about three states. This time, the Palestinian identity is being asserted in a big manner.
Therefore, I would view the kind of ideological division between Fatah and Hamas, between
various Palestinian organisations, as something that comes up as part of what to do in a very
dire condition of occupation. What kind of strategy they have to adopt, or what kind of ideology
the Palestinians have to follow is up to them. But this whole narrative of seeing the Palestinians
as being divided... they may have differences, but I think on the basic question of liberating
Palestine, the question of an independent Palestinian state, the Palestinians are united, and that
is the core of the Palestine question.

A.K. Ramakrishnan is a professor of international relations at the Centre for West Asian Studies,
JNU, New Delhi; Nathan Thrall is the author of The Only Language They Understand and a
contributor to The New York Times Magazine and the London Review of Books
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DEMOCRACY AT STAKE IN NEPAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Nepal is facing its severest political crisis in decades. The repeated dissolution of Parliament,
from last December to May this year, is not just a manifestation of the power struggle between
political parties and leaders in Nepal but also a dangerous game plan by national and
international forces to dismantle the federal republican democratic Constitution and restore the
old Hindu monarchical state. It is really anachronistic that the so-called Marxist-Leninist party
headed by Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli is in collusion with Hindu monarchical forces in Nepal
and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh in India. A section of the Janata Samajbadi Party (JSP)
led by Mahanta Thakur and Rajendra Mahato have been lured or forced to join hands with Mr.
Oli, who is notorious for his anti-Madhesh tirade till the other day.

Even when India’s political and diplomatic culture saw a departure from best past practices, it
was expected that its official regime would always support multiparty democracy, progressive
political action and changing fundamentals.

The long shadow of political turmoil in Nepal

Contrary to this, India is being seen backing an autocratic and unconstitutional regime, surviving
in ‘caretaker mode’ with the connivance of Nepal’s President Bidya Devi Bhandari and Mr. Oli. In
helping an unpopular and illegitimate regime in Kathmandu, the game-plan seems to be to derail
the Constitution and plunge the country into endless crisis. It is impossible to understand how
this will benefit either India or Nepal, especially when the establishment in New Delhi is
perceived here to be hell bent on turning Nepal into a Hindu state and scrapping federalism as
well (ultimately disempowering oppressed Madhesis, Tharus, Janajatis, women and others). The
statement by India’s Ministry of External Affairs, that “political developments in Nepal are the
country’s internal matters” did not help too in changing the popular perception.

If the objective is to scrap the present Constitution to undo the Kalapani-Limpiadhura map
episode, why throw the baby out with the bathwater? The India-Nepal boundary issue can be
resolved through serious political dialogue. There should be a trade-off between the
developmental aspirations of Nepal and the strategic concerns of India, in the light of changing
geopolitical dynamics in the Himalayan region. India should do course correction and should not
throw its weight behind an autocratic regime; it must reassure all who care for the peace and the
prosperity of Nepal by reposing faith in Nepal’s democracy and due processes. Also, India must
fulfil the promises it made for COVID-19 vaccines to Nepal. The glaring gap between the
promises made and delivery has been a big disappointment; people should never be kept in
lurch like this.

It is in the public domain that the Opposition alliance in Nepal filed a petition in the Supreme
Court last week demanding that the Nepali Congress’s Sher Bahadur Deuba be declared the
new Prime Minister and the House of Representatives be reinstated. As many as 146 members
of the dissolved House of Representatives — 61 from the Nepali Congress, 49 from the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre), 23 from the Madhav Nepal faction of the CPN-UML,
12 from a section of the JSP and one from the Rastriya Janamorcha Nepal — have signed the
petition, challenging Mr. Oli and Ms. Bhandari’s House dissolution moved late on the night of
May 21 and disqualified Mr. Deuba’s claim that he be appointed Prime Minister. Representing
the Opposition alliance, Mr. Deuba had presented the signatures of 149 lawmakers to prove that
he commanded the majority to lead a new government in this crisis phase when Nepal is
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witnessing an unprecedented crisis with the novel coronavirus pandemic and an abjectly poor
counter-response by the Oli-occupied regime.

Losing trust: On K.P. Sharma Oli and Nepal politics

Without any delay in subverting constitutionally due procedures, Mr. Oli too made a ridiculous
claim that he be appointed Prime Minister, while technically still being the Prime Minister, falsely
claiming to have the backing of 153 lawmakers. Since the plot was scripted, he failed to name
those lawmakers. After the President disqualified both claims as the most suitable possibility for
Mr. Oli, he, through a dramatic midnight Cabinet meeting, recommended the House’s
dissolution. The President duly obliged him and his autocratic manoeuvring that have hammered
democratic principles and national interest. Alas!

For the manner in which Ms. Bhandari has acted to keep Mr. Oli in power and undermining her
constitutional role as the first citizen of the country, impeachment will be the easiest exit route for
her.

A graceful exit is not an idea tempting enough for her and Mr. Oli; so going in for the lawful
provision of impeachment is a prerequisite to restore eroded faith in the presidential position and
due processes. Ms. Bhandari’s role in public life has been questioned earlier too, as she, as the
President of a new democracy, did all possible to weaken the system and make Mr. Oli a
walking authority above the Constitution. Never ever was she deterred by fierce public criticism
and continued her business as usual with Mr. Oli. In a press conference recently, Mr. Oli said,
“Disrespect for the President is disrespect for the republican system. In a monarchy, there is a
King, in a republic system, there is a President. The President is the symbol of republicanism
and an attack on the dignity of the Office of the President is an attack on the republic system.”
This makes things very clear. Ironically, Ms. Bhandari and Mr. Oli are two prominent figures who
have consistently disrespected and abused the President’s high office for their shared political
gains — and made it subservient to the executive whims and fancies.

A second chance for Nepal’s young democracy

Mr. Oli’s sudden bout of nostalgia for the long gone monarchy is not just his bid to revisit the
history but is also something in progression and from the hope he has been given by his
invisible handlers and friends, in both the north and the south. He is not an original thinker. He is
counting on a plan to drive the country to the brink of a constitutional crisis, stay at the helm as
an authoritarian caretaker Prime Minister with an unreasonably friendly President, and force the
country into elections when even the next moment is uncertain. To end their Machiavellian
treachery, the Opposition alliance has to rise to the occasion and make all possible efforts to foil
the unholy plan.

Nepal’s quest should be to redeem its lost glory, and for the first time, avail its true development
potential — and stop being a ‘theatre of the absurd’ and hosting the harmful advances of
neighbours involved in geostrategic rivalries. On the domestic front, an increased focus should
be on homework, instead of leveraging on vulnerabilities and the making of unruly partners. In a
functional democracy, statecraft is not supposed to be altruistic till it relies on progressive policy
and governance — with an aim to augment the mission of ‘greater common good’. Long ago, the
People’s War was over in Nepal, with a transitory accomplishment of a goal in a new republic.
However, the task is still unfinished till the people-centric priorities are not driving the political
agenda and action.

Despite all the flaws, Nepal should protect its democracy that is now at stake because of actions
by political opportunists. Politicians such as Mr. Oli and Ms Bhandari have endangered the
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country’s prospects. However, an accomplished democracy like Nepal will rise again.

For sure, the road ahead is not easy and it is going to be one of struggle. If the Opposition
alliance makes a resolve and fights back, it is likely that the new republic will gain in the long
term.The big powers should take note of this.

Baburam Bhattarai is a former Prime Minister and Finance Minister of Nepal. Atul K. Thakur is a
policy analyst, author and columnist
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